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BRITISH MISSILE BASES 


More direct action 


RADICAL direct action demonstration is planned 
for one of the Yorkshire rocket bases—probably 


Driffield—on July 39. 


The preparatory committee for this demonstration, 


itarianism. 


rebels or suspects. 


FRANCE STRANGLEL 
MILITARY POLITICS 


MPHE CRITICAL SITUATION IN ALGERIA IS NOT UNEXPECTED. GENERAL MASSU 
IS THE OCCASION OF THE LATEST CRISIS, NOT ITS CAUSE. 


Beyond the personalities of Massu and President de Gaulle 
lies the real danger. : the widespread acceptance of extremist 
attitudes which have brought France to the brink of total- 


It is good that de Gaulle last Friday dismissed General 
Massu from his command of the Central Algerian Zone. The 
former Commander was a leader of the right-wing revolt of 
May 13, 1958, and a director of ruthless torture on captured 


This dismissal followed Massu’s recent statements to a 


though quite independent from the Direct Action Com- 
mittee Against Nuclear War, is acting in close co-oper- 


ation with it. 


German journalist in which he attacked de Gaulle’s policy of 


AN EDITORIAL 


The committee is holding a planning conference for all likely 


supporters or participants on Saturday, 


opportunity of seeing Driffield rocket base in 
Northern and Southern march, organised by 
the Youth Campaign for Nuclear Disarm- 
ment, on the following day. 

The preparatory committee are: Carol 
‘Taylor (Manchester), Mary Ringsleben 
(Leeds), Colwyn Williamson (Leeds), Eric 
Green (Sheffield), and David Broughton 
(Hull) with Francis Deutsch (Hull) ‘as co- 
ordinator, 

Accommodation can be arranged for any- 
one who. needs it; they should write to 
David Broughton, 4. Hymers Avenue, Hull, 
who will also receive donations, 

A further fund has been opened. to deal 
with legal expenses and hardship cases, re- 
sulting from the likely event that demon- 
strators will be arrested. 

The trustees of this are: Alec Horsley 
(an industrialist and well-known Quaker), 
Mrs. T. Stieger (the Sheriff's Lady of Hull, 
but acting in her individual capacity), Coun- 
cillor Mrs, Phyllis Clarke and Mr. Leonard 
Bird (a solicitor and Peace News Director), 
6 16 Tamecoan St. Hull. to whom donations 


March 5, at about 7.30 
p.m. at the Friends Meeting House in Hull. They will have an 


connection with a over the Army, is no 


cee 


The boycott of | 
S. African goods 


To the Editor 


INCE I have begun to receive the air 
mail edition, PN has become a regular 
must in my reading material. I am now 
better able to follow not only the various 
current direct action moves. in. different 
countries and continents but also, the cur- 
rent thinking on the peace front. [I am 
making occasional use of this material for 
my, readers of “ Bhoodan.” 





The news in PN of January 1 that 
the British TUC had decided to support a 
consumers’ boycott of South African goods 
heartened me as an example of people’s 
own initiative to protest against injustice. 


“ self-determination.” The President, in asserting his authority 


longer allowing the extremists to chal- 
lenge him, 


But de Gaulle’s own record leaves 
one with no clear. choice between 
President and extremists : 


He watched the collapse of the 
Fourth Republic until the time came 
for him to take over the state as an 
autocrat and father figure. 


@ He again asserted only last 
Friday that political negotiations with 
the Algerian rebels are out of the 
question. 


@ <“Self-determination,” as an- 
nounced last September 16, remains 
his objective—but it must be brought 
about by conferences with the elected 
Moslem and European representatives. 
If the rebels want to be represented in 
future. elections. they must. first .lay 


BY 









General Massu—occasion of the 
latest crisis, not its cause. 


@ Who controls the allegiance of 
which sections of the Army ? 


The role of the Army is vital, for no 
leader can force through his policy 
without their support, This is why 
Massu’s own 10th Paratroop Division 
is no use in “restoring order” in 
Algiers—it is too sympathetic to settle 
politics. And he himself has not been 
allowed to return to Algeria for fear 
of demonstrations in his favour. 


It is the role of the Army that makes 
the German journalist, Herr Kempski 
of the Suddeutsche Zeitung, of the first 


Soreem (Lonemleia), ana avid BrOuULMton 
(Hull) with Francis Deutsch (Hull) ‘as co- 
ordinator. , 

Accommodation can be arranged for any- 
one who. needs it; they should write to 
David Broughton, 4 Hymers Avenue, Hull, 
who will also receive donations. 

A further fund has been opened to deal 
with legal expenses and hardship cases, re- 
sulting from the likely event that demon- 
strators will be arrested, 

The trustees of this are: Alec Horsley 
(an industrialist and well-known Quaker), 
Mrs, T, Stieger (the Sheriff’s Lady of Hull, 
but acting in her individual capacity), Coun- 
cillor Mrs. Phyllis Clarke and Mr, Leonard 
Bird (a solicitor and Peace News Director), 
of 15 Jameson St., Hull, to whom donations 
should be sent, 


GERM WARFACE 
CONFERENCE 


IHE Americans who have main- 

tained a vigil for over six months 

at the Fort Detrick germ warfare 

centre in Maryland are planning a 

conference for Saturday, February. 20. 

Some of the questions to be discussed 
are: 

@ How effective have the appeal and 
vigil been in raising the issue of prepara- 
tion for biological warfare, in communicat- 
ing the moral issue involved and in the 
process of determining policy ? 

@ How can the appeal and, vigil be 
better co-ordinated with other peace educa- 
tion and action efforts, with those working 
for political effectiveness, with those work- 
ing against such war preparations in the 
Soviet Union, Britain and elsewhere, and 
with those working at other issues towards 
disarmament ? 

® How can the mass media be used for 
peace education ? 

@ How can the experience and enthu- 
siasm of the vigil be sustained as part of a 
non-violent movement which. resists war 
and builds up a non-violent. society ? 

The conference will be held at Frederick, 
where the vigil’s address is: Appeal and 
Vigil at Fort Detrick, 324 West Patrick 
Street, Frederick, Maryland. (MOnument 
2-5721.) 

Footnote.—Last Friday, Reuter reports, 
Mr. Robert. Kastenmeier, a Wisconsin 
Democratic Member of the House of Re- 
presentatives, said that two people had died, 
and 464 others had been taken ill, as a re- 
sult of biological’ warfare research since 
1950. 


Deo PRET ERE 5vvVy 


To the Editor 


@INCE I have begun to receive the air 
X? mail edition, PN has become a regular 
must in my reading material. I am now 
better able to follow not only the various 
current direct action moves in. different 
countries and continents but also the cur- 
rent thinking on. the peace front. I. am 
making occasional use of this material for 
my; readers of “ Bhoodan.” 


The news in PN of January 1 that 
the British TUC had decided to support a 
consumers’ boycott of South African goods 
heartened me as an example of people’s 
own initiative to protest against injustice. 
Writing in the next issue of PN, Roy Sher- 
wood, while recognising the importance of 
the TUC’s. decision, points out “the 
danger” of the boycott leading to loss of 
work by and consequent hardship to the 
South African workers, and also the British 
workers. 


It appears to me that this argument is a 
little too far-fatched. Surely, the continu- 
ance of racial discrimination is a much 
graver wrong and injustice against a whole 
population including the workers, Suffering 
and sacrifice are the alternatives to violent 
action for the removal of wrongs. We can- 
not hope to secure justice without having to 
suffer for it. Suffering for a moral cause, 
moreover, ennobles the spirit and is its own 
reward. 


If we accept the logic behind Roy Sher- 
wood’s fear, any action or protest against 
social injustice would be __ impossible, 
because it is bound to cause — suffering 
to someone. And constituted as our society 
is at present, the suffering has often to be 
borne mainly by the poorer section who are 
already hard up.—_SIDDHARAJ DHADDA, 
Editor, “ Bhoodan,” Rajghat, Kashi, India. 





Don’t buy S. African 
—FoR 


YPHE British Fellowship of, Recon- 

ciliation is advising its members to 
cease to purchase South African goods 
and to “consider some form of. self- 
denial as a symbol of identification ” 
with their “ brethren ” in South Africa. 


This decision was announced last Friday 
following a meeting of the General Com- 
mittee of the Fellowship. 


@ He watched the collapse of the 
Fourth Republic until the time came 
for him to take over the state as an 
autocrat and father figure. 


He again asserted only last 
Friday that political negotiations with 
the Algerian rebels are out of the 
question. 


@ “Self-determination.” as an- 
nounced last September 16, remains 
his objective—but it must be brought 
about by conferences with the elected 
Moslem and European representatives. 
If the rebels want to be represented in 
future elections they must first lay 
down their arms. 


@ The “pacification” of Algeria 
will be ‘vigorously pursued” this 
year, de Gaulle announces. 


The choice between grey and black 
is never simple. The President does 
not rank as enlightened because Massu 
is more extreme. 


Subjugation 


There is, however, a real choice 
which Frenchmen have been too ready 
to bypass. It is refusal to subjugate 
the Algerian people, and a rejection of 
the vain search for atomic glory in the 
Sahara. 


If this stand is not taken by men 
prepared to make themselves a rally- 
ing point for resistance, there is the 
clear threat that France will disappear 
completely under a military dictator- 
ship: 


It is almost four years since M. Guy 
Mollet, as ‘‘ Socialist ’’ Prime Minister 
of France, was pelted with rotten 
tomatoes at the war memorial ‘in 
Algiers. He hastily changed his poli- 
cies to appease the colons, and must 
take a heavy responsibility for the 
present drift of events. 


The «crucial political calculations 
now being made are: 


@ What following would the ex- 
tremist leaders have in an anti-Gaullist 
coup ? 


@ Who controls the allegiance of 
which sections of the Army ? 


The role of the Army is vital, for no 
leader can force through ‘his policy 
without their support, This is why 
Massu’s own 10th Paratroop Division 
is no use in “restoring order” in 
Algiers—it is too sympathetic to settle 
politics. And he himself has not been 
allowed to return to Algeria for fear 
of demonstrations in his favour. 


It is the role of the Army that makes 
the German journalist, Herr Kempski 
of the Suddeutsche Zeitung, of the first 
importance, His new series of. des- 
patches, which started on Monday, 
says that the Army now has an ideo- 
logy of its own. 


Equation 


All ranks are being taught that they 
are in North Africa as the protectors 
of a weary Europe against Com- 
munism. This is “not propaganda 
but a structural change of a classical 
army.” 


Thus the Army is politics, and 
politics is the Army. As if to prove 
the point, on a balcony in the Algerian 
capital last Sunday, appearing with the 


demonstrators’ committee, was a 
French colonel—the head of the 
psychological warfare section in 
Algiers. 


The military have a stranglehold on 
French politics. Such a dangér exists 
wherever there is a standing army or 
similar military instrument in which 
power ultimately resides. It is greatly 
increased, however, when the military 
determines its own policies. 


Anyone outside France who cares 
about these developments can best 
help by. rejecting this terrifying drift 
towards personal powerlessness at 
home. 


Meanwhile the Algerian. war con- 
tinues. The Army announced at. the 
end of last wek that on the Thursday 
and Friday 203 rebels were killed and 
84 taken prisoner, 


2—PEACE NEWS, January 29, 1960 


THE NEW LEFT | 


Geoffrey Carnall reviews 


New Left Review, No, 1. January-February, 1960, 3s. 6d. (7 Carlisle St., London, W.1.) 


HAT does the “ New Left ” suggest to most of us? 


John Osborne, perhaps: 


the Aldermaston marches; a mood of hostility to royalty and television 
advertising; the Partisan Coffee House. A bit intellectual and bearded—and, 


as Clancy Sigal found out to his distress, 


“ Mate, around here an intellectual 


is someone who sleeps with someone else’s wife.” 


There are possibilities of a more represen- 
tative support. The New Left should be 
able to count on the former Bevanites, 
the anti-Stalinist Marxists, the young 
people who ‘feel their antagonism to 
the dominant classes, and have no 
temptation to waste their time in the 
thousand follies of party politics.” These 
words of William Morris are quoted at 
the end of the editorial of the first 
number of the New Left Review. It sets 
the tone of most of what follows. 


The NLR maintains the admirable variety 
of material that characterised its pre- 
decessors, the Universities and Left 
Review and New Reasoner. (There are 
long extracts from Arnold Wesker’s play 
The Kitchen), But there is no doubt 
about its central pre-occupation. ‘“ The 
most urgent task for socialism today,” 
says the editorial, “remains the clarifi- 
cation of ideas.” 


* 


Ideas get clarified in the quick and imagin- 
ative response to international crises or 
local opportunities. Hence the interest of 
two articles in the present issue on 
Notting Hill—its “race” problem 
primarily a problem of the community 
itself, “ the shocking condition of housing, 
the lack of community amenities, the 
shifting nature of the population, the 
difficulties of employment, and the short- 
sighted and temporising policies of the 
Council planners and_ builders.” This 
article, an interim report of a ULR study 
group, gives, in passing, a concise descrip- 
tion of the sort of society the New Left 
ought to work for. 


“Without a community sense—that is to 
say, a spirit of common responsibility, 
a life of shared experiences, community 
provisions, a sense of being able to 
affect directly the life, growth and 


power of business, the celebration of 
business values, and the mood of 
frustrated nationalism. Ralph Miliband 
argues that, with the Tories evolving their 
own mean, half-hearted; messy kind of 
labourism, there is no distinctive place 
for the Labour Party if it follows the 
Gaitskell line. 


Mervyn Jones notes the increasing ten- 
dency to entrust oneself to father-figures 
like Macmillan—an_ attitude natural to 
the amused, disgusted, or bored spectator, 
viewing politics as a kind of television 
contest. He touches here on what is 
probably the most intractable problem for 
the socialist today. 


The New Left may be able to canalise a 
vaguely diffused resentment at being 
manipulated, a vague dissatisfaction with 
a trivialised, cellophane-wrapped society, 
but as things go at present all this will 
only be enough to inspire a minority 
movement. There is a strong pull against 
social action, a tendency to retreat into 
the home and invest in Unit Trusts. I’m 
not quite able to believe in the possibility 











Macmillan and the missiles, from the front cover picture of the New Left Review. 


of resisting this by the compelling appeal 
of a socialist way of life. 


Nonetheless, I think the New Left’s hour 
will come. The Unit Trust investor com- 
monly leaves one question unanswered, 
unconsidered even. How does the pros- 
perous, home-centred, television-linked 
society fit into a world which contains 
great. and increasing economic inequali- 
ties? Those who are willing to face this 





_THE POLITICS OF 


By David McReynolds 


Editorial secretary of the U.S. 


SOME time ago the Editor asked me 

to try my hand at a series of 
articles for Peace News on “the rele- 
lance of war resistance today, and 
some of the political and social impli- 
cations of pacifism.” 

I think it only fair to explain to the 
readers that I am attempting this series 


with some hesitation, I am a pacifist—on 
eh cr i lark. Cate. WU. Be Os as 





independent monthly, “ Liberation.” 


objectors knew, even as the prison gates 
closed upon them, that their action was a 
moral protest—not an effective action that 
would stop the war. In both world wars 
the pacifists were painfully aware that the 
pacifist position was not a “ politically rele- 
vant” position. They had failed to stop 
the wars. They failed to hasten the peace. 
Real political events were completely out- 
side the reach of the pacifist movement. 


uncomfortable question will. have more 
idea how to tackle the inevitable crises 
when they come. For this reason I am 
glad that the editor included Robert F. 
Williams's article “Can Negroes afford 
io be Pacifists?” (His answer, by the way, 
is “No”.) It gives one a glimpse of a 
world beyond the rather comfortable 
horizon within which this number of 
NER, with all its merits, generally con- 
fines itself. 





no guarantee that the human race can solve 
the enormously complex problem of war in 


time to save itself. It is necessary that we 


stop war if we are to survive. But, much 
as I regret to say it, there is nothing 
“necessary” about our survival. Our sur- 


vival will demand a series of social and 
political actions by the human race—not 
simply a series of moral statements or 
moral actions by pacifists. 


As pacifists we are now confronted 
directly by politics and the need to trans- 
late the morality of peace into the politics 
of peace. 


tWwO ALTUNICS att tii peowwss? cow 
Notting Hill—its “race” problem 
primarily a problem of the community 
itself, “‘ the shocking condition of housing, 
the lack of community amenities, the 
shifting nature of the population, the 
difficulties of employment, and the short- 
sighted and temporising policies of the 
Council planners and builders.” This 
article, an interim report of a ULR study 
group, gives, in passing, a concise descrip- 
tion of the sort of society the New Left 
ought to work for. 


— 


“Without a community sense—that is to 
say, a spirit of common responsibility, 
a life of shared experiences, community 
provisions, a sense of being able to 
affect directly the life, growth and 
renewal of the area, an expanding 
physical horizon—Notting Hill had no 
human resources with which to com- 
bat the special problems of a multi- 
racial population.” 


Lacking these resources, there was nothing 
to relieve the yearning after a violent 
release from the many problems of the 
area, which found natural expression 
in race hatred. 


So far as these problems were concerned, 
the election campaign’ was largely irrele- 
vant. The Labour Party in Notting Hill 
did not stand for anything like a distinct 
alternative to social squalor. Its_candi- 
date, a safe party man, had done his level 
best “to ameliorate and palliate ” matters. 
But that was all. 


* 


The present state of the Labour Party, 
naturally enough, takes up a good deal 
of space in this issue, and the discussion 
is more interesting than most of what 
one read in the weeks just after the 
election. Frank Allaun is hopeful that 
the party will be converted to nuclear 
disarmaments in about 18 months from 
now. (He points out that you can’t nor- 
mally expect to change the policy of a 
big organisation overnight). 


This conversion, he thinks, will draw much 
of the New Left into the party. Christo- 
pher Farley disagrees. He can’t work up 
any enthusiasm for a CND led by Gait- 
skell and Bevan. Ralph Samuel's article 
on voters in Stevenage and Clapham 
emphasises the extent to which the 
appeal of conservatism to the working 
class has been strengthened by the visible 


AE hd DOSE PLO OL 3 Po Ar 
By David McReynolds 


Editorial secretary of the U.S. 


SOME time ago the Editor asked me 


to try my hand at a series of 
articles for Peace News on “the rele- 
lance of war resistance today, and 
some of the political and social impli- 
cations of pacifism.” 


I think it only fair to explain to the 
readers that I am attempting this series 
with some hesitation, I am a pacifist—on 
regilious grounds—but my main activity for 
some years has been in the Socialist Party 
in the United States and not directly in the 
pacifist movement. I feel almost like an 
alien now to re-enter the discussion within 
the pacifist movement, and sense keenly the 
limitations on my thinking for not having 
followed more closely the discussion in the 
pacifist movement in the last few years. 


I might add that I have serious doubts 
about the existing pacifist movement and 
hope the readers will bear with me if much 
of what I have to say. seems argumentative 
and disagreeable. After all, in the long run 
controversy is a healthy thing. 


Historic roots of pacifism 


The pacifist movement was conceived 
from the union of the middle class and the 
Protestant Church, born from that. wonder- 
ful sense of individualism and _ personal 
morality so characteristic of the Protestant 
middle class, wedded almost at once to 
utopian ideas—and basically irrelevant to 
the society in which it first found itself. 


The basic issue of the early twentieth 
century was not war, but the problem of 
economic justice. It was this problem 
which produced the mass socialist parties 
throughout the Western world and even in 
the United States. The peace movement 
was more a sentiment than a reality; it was 
an aspect of the socialist movement but not 
central to it. Terrible as war was, it did 
not threaten the existence of the race. It 
was a vice we could still afford if we were 
so foolish as to indulge it. 


The mass peace movements before World 
War I and World War II both proved un- 
able to stop the wars; in both cases, the 
peace movements broke down as soon as 
the war began, leaving a handful of devout 
pacifists. to face the war alone. The few 
thousand men who went to prison as, war 


independent monthly, ‘“ Liberation.” 


objectors knew, even as the prison gates 
closed upon them, that their action was a 
moral protest—not an effective action that 
would stop the war. In both world wars 
the pacifists were painfully aware that the 
pacifist position was not a “ politically rele- 
vant” position. They had failed to stop 
the wars. They failed to hasten the. peace. 
Real political events were completely out- 
side the reach of the pacifist movement. 


The history of the pacifist movement up 
to the atomic bomb was, therefore, the his- 
tory of a movement based on morality and 
almost entirely divorced from politics. We 
opposed war because it was evil, inhuman, 
barbaric—but we did not oppose war be- 
cause it was impossible. 


The new imperative 


With the bombing of. Hiroshima a new 
chapter opened in human history. It swiftly 
became clear, with improvements in our 
nuclear arsenal, the perfection of those 
crude but deadly rockets that terrified 
London in the. closing days of World War 
Il, and the methodical: exploration of 
chemical and bacteriological weapons, that 
war was not simply “ wrong” in the old 
pacifist view, not simply a tragedy—not 
even simply a danger to Western Civilisa- 
tion. 


War was now impossible if the human 
race itself were to survive, 

War is still wrong, of course, in the moral 
sense. But that aspect is now really aca- 
demic. The question of war or peace has 
assumed the terribly immediate nature of 
food or lack of food for a starving popu- 
lation. Peace is the issue of our time. 


Not simply the moral issue but—let me 
repeat it again—the issue, 

Of course this has been said many times 
before, more brilliantly, more logically, and 
at greater length than I am saying it here. 
Unfortunately I do not think the majority 
of pacifists have got the point yet. 

We have reached the point in history 
where a moral and even a utopian concept 
—i.e., pacifism—has become a_ practical 
necessity. This must require new tactics in 
our approach as pacifists: because, unfor- 
tunately, the human race is notoriously slow 
in its response to.new conditions. We have 


no guarantee that the human race can solve 
the enormously complex problem of war in 
time to save itself. It is necessary that we 
stop war if we are to survive. But, mucii 
as I regret to say it, there is nothing 
“necessary ’’ about our survival. Our sur- 
vival will demand a series of social and 
political actions by the human race—not 
simply a series of moral statements or 
moral actions by pacifists. 


As pacifists we are now confronted 
directly by politics and the need to trans- 
late the morality of peace into the politics 
of peace. 


We have been “irreleyant” to prac- 
tical politics for so jong that too many of 
us haye developed a studied scorn for 
politics and _ politicians, 


I remember..that.during the McCarthy 
period in the US, when virtually all poli- 
tical channels were closed to us, and when 
the UN announced it planned to test the 
H-bomb, that a handful of us walked with 
posters through the city of Los Angeles to 
protest the immorality of nuclear weapons. 
We knew our demonstration would not stop 
the H-bomb test; but since other channels 
of action were closed to us, we chose at 
least to demonstrate, and I believe it was 
a sound action, 


Today’s possibilities 

But today I would be very strongly op- 
posed to such a demonstration of a dozen 
loyal pacifists because the channels are open 
again and there are new and exciting tasks 
for us. Today it is possible—both in Eng- 
land and in the United States—for us to 
have an impact directly on politics, 1 
would consider a demonstration of 200 
people worth supporting because its very 
size would give it a political character, 17 
would also and even more eagerly support 
those 200 people being active directly in 
politics—even if it meant sacrificing the joy 
of a demonstration. 


But I would no longer support a demon- 
stration by a dozen pacifists but on the 
contrary would see such a demonstration as 
evidence of a defeatist attitude very similar 
to the defeatism felt by the millions who 
take no part whatever in political action. 
There is, in my mind, almost no difference 
between the man who says ‘“ Nothing I do 
will have any effect, therefore I do nothing” 
and the ardent pacifist who says “ Nothing 
I do will have any effect, but for the sake 


%& ON PAGE THREE 


——By Sybil Morrison 


‘* These my 
Brethren ” 





Inasmuch as ye have done it unto 
one of the least of these my brethren, 
ye have done it unto me.—St. Matthew 
XXV, 40. 


T was seven o'clock, the school 
children were beginning to leave 
the War on Want Exhibition, clasping 
in their hands sheafs of papers col- 
lected from the various stalls, and put- 
ting away their notebooks. 


At the National Peace Council stall a 
young man aged, perhaps, eighteen picked 
up the Peace Pledge’ Union leaflet “ Swords 
into Ploughshares,” and stood there reading 
it. After a while he looked up at me with 
a puzzled frown, and said: “ But surely we 
should defend ourselves ’ 

I replied: ‘“ Against whom ? ” 

Y.M. Well, Russia, 

S.M. Do you believe then that Russia is 
preparing to attack us ? 

Y.M. They are so aggressive; I am sure 

that is their plan, 

What makes you think that they are 

specially aggressive ? 

Well, all those nuclear weapons, 


You think that the possession of 
nuclear weapons signifies aggressive- 
ness ? 

(recognising the pitfall). 
have them for defence. 
I daresay that is what young men in 
Russia are saying about us. 
(looking again at the leaflet), Do 
you think we might be safer without 
armaments ? 

I do think so, but even if I were 
wrong about that, it is not the con- 
sequences that matter; it is what is 
the right thing to do that matters. 
I’ve noticed you looking with com- 
passion at those pictures of diseased 
and under-nourished children, I take 
it you want something to be done 
about them ? 

Yes. Yes, I do. 

Well, then, if you want to save them 
why threaten them with the total 
destruction of war ? 


S.M. 
Y.M. 
S.M. 


Y.M. We only 
S.M. 


Y.M. 


S.M. 


Y.M. 
S.M. 





WOT, NO BEATNIKS? 


ak AST week in this column I quoted an American lady who wrote to “ Look ” 
magazine demanding more missiles, a bigger army, and more money for 


military policies. 

After reading that I laid the maga- 
zine aside, concluding that I could 
continue my education more profitably 
elsewhere. 

A few days later, however, the glossy 
technicolour cover of a missile lured me 
back, In this issue on “ The Soaring ’Six- 
ties” the magazine had conducted “a 
nation-wide poll of your hopes, plans and 
fears for the decade ahead, with picture 
reports on the mood of the American 
people.” 

Past this garbled blurb on the front I 
found some of the poll’s conclusions most 
interesting : 

@ Big labour is feared more than either 
big business or big government. 

@ Farmers are the only major group to 
be worried about the future. 


@ ‘Teen-age opinions and attitudes differ 
very little from those of adults. 


@ The majority of Americans believe in 
God and go to church at least three times 
a month. 


@ They do not believe the Government 
always tells them the whole truth. 

@ They take it for granted that tele- 
vision. commercials use untruthful argu- 
ments. 

Lucky God’s on their side, eh ? 


More please 


‘F\HE BBC is also interested in the 

next decade, It plans to run a 

series of about six talks on “The ’Six- 

ties” which will portray the kind of life 

being built—and the life men would like to 
make if the world survives. 


The series, which will run in the Third 
Programme, will start on Monday week, 
February 8, when Stephen Toulmin_ will 
speak on “ The Future of Science.” He is 
Professor of the Philosophy of Science at 
Columbia University, New York, and will 
talk about the crisis which faces scientists 
in the next decade. 


Six days later, the Polish author, poet and 
former Marxist, Czeslav Milocz, will discuss 


The PN stand at the War on Want 
exhibition. Fresh from the Harrington 
demonstration, Colin Smart squares up 


to the camera. Colin was one of a 
number of yolunteers who looked after 
the stall during the week. 


I saw two rather nice sights while I was 
wandering around the exhibition. One was 
a little boy creeping furtively round and 
grabbing all the free literature there was in 
sight. The other was a group of nuns 
studying with great attention the Inter- 
national Planned Parenthood Federation’s 
stand ! 


Hats off 


‘y OUTH and age went to Harring- 

ton on January 2, But youth 

predominated—as at the Swaffham missile 

base actions in December, 1958. The 

youngest at Harrington was 18, the oldest 
70. Both were women. 


Only a rather ragged survey of the Har- 
rington demonstrators was possible. Plans 
for obtaining information about them were 
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YOU’VE STILL GOT 
A WEEK! 


YFVHE last thing that 
could be said about 

the staff of Peace News is 

that they are mercenary. 

Some of them have 
thrown away chances of 
secure, well-paid jobs in 
order to work for a paper 
which balances  perma- 
nently on the edge of 
bankruptcy. 

Nevertheless they do think—and talk— 
about money quite a lot, They often appear 
to be suffering from itching palm, The 
sight of a decent-sized cheque makes their 
eyes glisten and their mouths water. There 
are times when they seem obsessed by 
money, and a casual observer might suspect 
them of a grossly materialistic attitude to 
life. 

Yet they differ from ordinary money- 
lovers in that they don’t want it for their 
own pockets. They are thinking of the 
rising costs of production, They’re haunted 
by the nightmare vision of having to go and 
get an easy well-paid job because there’s 
no Peace News to sweat for. 

What they also dread is having to meet 
their editor coming out of prison with the 
news that the target fixed for the end of 
the financial year has not been met, Their 
fears are not groundless. Look at these 
figures : 

Total during past two weeks, £301 17s, 1d. 

Total since February 1, £1,904. 

STILL NEEDED, £596. 


Our financial year ends January 31, We 
are keeping our books open. until February 
3 to give readers the chance to make this 
final spurt. 
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of my morality I am going to get together 
with a few friends who are also pacifists 
and put on a demonstration.” 
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belt Be s 
Russia are saying about us. 
(looking again at the leaflet). Do 
you think we might be safer without 
armaments ? 

I do think so, but even if I were 
wrong about that, it is not the con- 
sequences that matter; it is what is 
the right thing to do that matters. 
I’ve noticed you looking with com- 
passion at those pictures of diseased 
and under-nourished children. I take 
it you want something to be done 
about them ? 

Yes, Yes, I do. 

Well, then, if you want to save them 
why threaten them with the total 
destruction of war ? 

If there was a war I wouldn’t be able 
to think like that, would I? I'd have 
to fight. 

Who says you have to? 

The Government, I suppose. 

But you are the government where 
your own conscience is concerned. 
No Government can force you to 
forego compassion or renounce pity. 
I take it you feel for these suffering 
people or you would not have come 
to this Exhibition ? 


I have to write a paper on how to 
save the peoples of the world from 
want, 

Have you found out how to ? 


(unfolding a lot of papers). 
tell me, 

Not much good saving them only to 
kill them later in a war, is it ? 

No, no, you're right, But Russia, . . 


If you believe it right to try and save 
them, nothing else matters, When 
Jesus said that anything done even 
to the least of the human family was 
done to Him, He meant both the 
good things and the evil things, To 
kill these children is to kill God, to 
succour them is to save God. This 
whole Exhibition is abortive unless 
the compassion and pity, the assist- 
ance and succour is for all time, To 
save them for the holocaust is point- 
less. 


Still rather troubled, but carrying some 
Peace Pledge Union leaflets he went away. 
I can only hope a seed was sown, but one 
thing is certain; it-is useless to make war 
on want unless we also make war on war; 
it is futile to save the human race only 
to destroy it, This was the real lesson of 
the Exhibition, 
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Prive prIrease 


TW\HE BBC is also interested in the 

next decade, It plans to run a 

series of about six talks on “The ’Six- 

ties” which will portray the kind of life 

being built—and the life men would like to 
make if the world survives. 


The series, which will run in the Third 
Programme, will start on Monday week, 
February 8, when Stephen Toulmin will 
speak on “ The Future of Science.” He is 
Professor of the Philosophy of Science at 
Columbia University, New York, and will 
talk about the crisis which faces scientists 
in the next decade, 


Six days later, the Polish author, poet and 
former Marxist, Czeslav Milocz, will discuss 
what a totalitarian régime can do to in- 
fluence the human intellect—and what this 
signifies in the present world situation. Any- 
one interested in Milocz should read his 
book “ The Captive Mind,” which provoked 
much comment when it was published 
several years ago. 

Another former Marxist, the author 
Arthur Koestler, has given the title “ The 
Apocalyptic Sixties” to his talk on Feb- 
uary 21. 

Koestler has recently been travelling in 
many parts of the world—The Observer ran 
some uniformly poor articles by him on 
India and Japan—and he will give his im- 
pressions of the way youth is developing in 
different countries and of how Marxist 
idetology is influencing people. 

It’s a pity that the BBC hides such pro- 
grammes away on “The Third.” They 
deserve a wider audience. 


How to do it 


‘Y\HE National Peace Council’s 

stand, a picture of which ap- 

peared in PN last week, was only one of 

50 at the War on Want exhibition in 
London. 


Nearly all the stands of the big industrial 
firms and the governments were very pro- 
fessionally mounted and presented, Indeed, 
one of the faults of the exhibitlion was that 
this professionalism tended to blur the total 
effect, 


PN’s resources did not allow it to make 
such a professional job ofits stand, But 
Dennis James and his helpers still managed 
to do a very good job. They made the lack 
of professional’ finish into a virtue by 
making the PN stand an embodiment of 
the voluntary amateur spirit which has been 
characteristic of the War on Want move- 
ment, 


a litthe boy creeping furtively round and 
grabbing all the free literature there was in 
sight. The other was a group of nuns 
studying with great attention the Inter- 
national Planned Parenthood Federation’s 
stand ! 


Hats off 


y OUTH and age went to Harring- 

ton on January 2, But youth 

predominated—as at the Swaffham missile 

base actions in December, 1958. The 

youngest at Harrington was 18, the oldest 
70. Both were women. 


Only a rather ragged survey of the Har- 
rington demonstrators was possible, Plans 
for obtaining information about them were 
defeated because there wasn’t time for many 
to fill in the prepared questionnaire about 
themselves. However, I’ve got some facts 
together, 


There was a good deal of muddle about 
the number actually arrested—the correct 
figure was 82, of whom 9 accepted bail and 
73 chose remand in jail, The following 
information only covers most of those in 
prison. Out of 60, five were under 20, 31 
between 20 and 30, nine between 30 and 
40, nine between 40 and 50, and six over 50. 


Twelve were students, nine teachers and 
eight housewives. Other occupations ranged 
from social workers to salesmen, an 
accountant to an artist, writers to a lorry 
driver, a postman to a curate—a good 
cross-section of working Britain, There 
were 58 men and 24 women, 


Not a few of the demonstrators were 
married, a number of them with families. 
Several were mothers, 


I must take my hat off to the mother of 
five who said she would enter into no re- 
cognisance to keep the peace, It was Dun- 
can Sandys, the former Minister of Defence, 
who told us that he couldn’t stop the people 
being blown up in an H-war but-the bases 
were safe enough. 


Looks like he better watch out! 


‘The greatest ’ 


“ Project Argus—the United States’ de- 
tonation of three small-scale _nuc\ear 
weapons some 300 miles above the earth. 
. .. There is no doubt that Project’ Argus 
was a superb technological and military 
achievement; it has been described by some 
as the greatest scientific experiment of. all 
time.’—Hanson W. Baldwin in The New 
York Times’ weekly review, January 17. 


—Phyz 
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of my morality I am going to get together 
with a few friends who are also pacifists 
and put on a demonstration.” 

The person who excites me today is the 
one who says “I don’t know if anything 
I do will have an effect, but I have a human 
responsibility. to try to change things if I 
can, and not simply to protest against 
them.” It is no longer enough to find ways 
to ‘“‘make a moral witness” in a sinful 
world, Moral witness is something I will 
leave to the saints among us, Our job is 
nothing less than the revolutionary task of 
making peace—not simply of publicly pro- 
testing our hatred of war. 

Let me sum up my “thesis” and 
close this article by saying I believe 
pacifists today can only be moral in 
the real sense if their driving concern 
is first of all to be effective in the 
existing political framework. It is this 
concept of effectiveness that I hope to 
explore in future issues, 


Speedy and 
helpful service, 


call or write 


HOUSMANS 


PEACE EDUCATION LITERATURE 
—all current publications available. 


BOOKS OF ALL KINDS 
—titles not in stock obtained promptly. 


PERSONAL AND COMMERCIAL 
STATIONERY 


Writing materials, all kinds of envelopes, 
Biros, pencils, water colours, etc., etc. 


BIRTHDAY AND OCCASION CARDS 
‘* Medici Range,’’ 4d. to Is. 4d. each, 6 
asstd. 4s. 6d. post free. 


HOUSMANS The Peace News Booksellers 
5 Caledonian Road, Kings Cross, N.1 
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Words and Deeds 


OT so many years ago, when Stalin was in his 
Kremlin and all was wrong with the world, 
Western politicians used to point out, reasonably 
enough, that if they really wished to make war on 
Russia, as he alleged, they would have done so 
while Russia was still licking her wounds and they 
alone were in possession of the Bomb. To-day, 
if the military experts are to be believed, the roles 
are reversed, It is Russia that is using the Pacific 
to demonstrate her undisputed superiority in all 
the decisive weapons. 


The argument still holds good. If Khrushchev does not 
seize this occasion to expand his empire, it can only be 
for the same reason that Truman did not—because his 
professions of peace are sincere. “ We want deeds, not 
words” Western spokesmen used to insist. Well, now 
they have them. What are they going to do about it ? 


Apparently, proceed in the same old way as before, on the 
same old assumption—that nothing but massive deter- 
rents can prevent the Red and-Yellow Perils from uniting 
in one orange tide of aggression : 


“Vice-President Nixon, using a visit to Miami for 
some early electioneering, declared himself against any 
further reduction of American armed forces, in spite 
of Russian moves, ‘ We have to look behind the words 
to see the deeds,’ he said.” (The Times, Jan. 18.) 


The Russians are actually inviting us to look behind the 
words, Why not accept the invitation? Why not agree 
to the scheme of inspection and control they have pro- 
posed at Geneva? Limited though it is, we have nothing 
to lose by it now. If it proved the first step towards a 
more comprehensive scheme, we should have everything 
to gain. 


More nuclear Powers 


OT that even that would provide a guarantee against 

such weapons as the nuclear Powers have already 
stocked, But it could be used to prevent the multiplica- 
tion of nuclear Powers: and how urgent a necessity that 
is, the. French preparations at Reggan—now said to be 
complete—should be reminding us every day. Let only 
a few more Governments have hydrogen bombs to play 
about with, and who can doubt that sooner or later they 
will be used in earnest ? 


It does not even depend on another Hitler. Indeed, 
although Hitler is invariably cited in this connection, I 
doubt whether he would have been the first to expunge 
his own memory along with mankind. Not if he was the 
glory-seeker he is portrayed... The danger comes rather 
from God-fearing fanatics like the Archbishop of York 
or Dulles, who» hold *that- our earthly lives count for 
nothing beside our fate in the Hereafter. But there are 
quite enough of these at large—Christian, Islamic and 
Hindu—to make one thankful that the machinery of 
nolitics puts a premium on worldliness and ambition. 
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does his repeated assurance that the Central African 
Federation will not be granted Dominion status before 
Northern Rhodesia and Nyasaland have achieved “ fully 
responsible government.” His speech in Salisbury last 
week is said to have so incensed the settlers that they are 
renewing their threats to exchange the rule of London 
for that of Pretoria. 


These threats are probably bluff. At any rate, it is not 


easy to see Welensky exchanging a federation dominated 
by himself for one in which he would cut a small figure. 
But it is to be hoped that these, too, have registered on 
the Prime Minister. The mere fact that Welensky and his 
ilk should find the Union so much to their taste fur- 
nishes proof conclusive of their unfitness to govern 
Africans, 


Indeed, it is beginning to look as if Macmillan may soon 


find himself in much the same position as de Gaulle, 
needing all the prestige he possesses to resist the demands 
of his own extremists, For if his rebuff to Welensky 
bears a certain resemblance to de Gaulle’s show-down 
with Massu, so does that torturer’s popularity with the 
colons to Verwoerd’s with white Rhodesians. What sort 
of a reception will he get now when he arrives in the 
Union ? There is good reason to hope, after all, that he 
will not be found too much at ease with apartheid, 


The Boycott 


HE proposed boycott of South African goods has been 

criticised (not only in PN) on the ground that the first 
to suffer, if it proves effective at all, will be the victims 
of apartheid. This criticism deserves to be taken seri- 
ously. Only too often in the past, outside intervention 
has had consequences the reverse of those intended. One 
need only recall the American demonstrations last year 
on behalf of ‘“ the enslaved peoples ” of Eastern Europe: 
for Nora Beloff in The Observer and Arthur Schlesinger 
in Encounter are agreed that there is nothing the enslaved 
peoples dread more than any exasperation of the Cold 
War. 


This boycott, however, is on a completely different footing, 


since it has not only been proposed, but already prac- 
tised, by the Africans themselves. This is enough to 
make the criticism irrelevant, and when combined (as it 
has been in Liverpool) with fears of retaliation, ‘ignomini- 
ous. If the Africans are ready to endure physical priva- 
tion rather than spiritual starvation, the least we can do 
is to respect their decision and support it. 


During the War, the British blockade of Europe likewise 


pressed harder on the conquered than the conquerors, 
and there were some who objected to it for that reason. 
Yet it was welcomed by the Resistance, Not to appre- 


their sacking of German-employees, as a protest against 
the recent anti-semitic outrages. This appears singularly 
misguided, if only because, in order to be consistent, they 
would have to apply it to Britain as well, where precisely 
similar outrages have been committed with even less 
official condemnation. Such pin-pricks as these are better 
calculated to provoke hostility than allay it. 


Besides—I agree with my colleague Bjoern Hallstroem— 


German anti-semitism is merely one symptom of resur- 
gent German nationalism: and the only surprising thing 
about that is that it should have been so long delayed. 
It is hard to believe that a Britain lopped of Devon and 
Cornwall, the South saddled with a Communist dictator- 
ship, the North crammed with refugees, would have 
acquiesced docilely for 15 years, however well beaten 
beforehand. Would none of cur youngsters have in- 
dulged in irredentist dreams, harked back wistfully to 
Churchill’s rantings, or even adorned public conveniences 
with the insignia of the Primrose League ? 


No. boycott will remedy this, much less the lynch-law 


encouraged by Adenauer, with the short-sighted support 
of Bishop Dibelius. It will be remedied, if at all, only 
by a German Peace Treaty—for all that it is Khrushchev 
who says so, 


--and in Britain 


RITISH anti-semitism is less easy to account for: for I 
do not think it can be attributed merely to Jewish 
exclusiveness, as Roy Sherwood infers, any more than to 
those blind atavistic impulses postulated by Jewish 
psychologists. It is rather the combination of an alien 
culture with a domestic influence out of all proportion 
to their numbers that breeds such resentment against the 
Jews; and though the forms this resentment takes are 
inexcusable, it is not completely inexcusable itself. 


Reading Chaim Weizmann’s autobiography, one cannot 


help being struck by his vehement insistence that the 
Jews, as a people with a cultural tradition of their own, 
are entitled to a land of their own, and his no less 
vehement objection to the slightest hesitation in appoint- 
ing them, for instance, to Chairs of English Literature at 
British universities. One is struck the more by his mani- 
fest unawareness of wanting the best of both worlds. 
That unawareness is half the trouble. 


Now that the Jews have a land of their own there is some- 


thing to be said for Koestler’s recommendation that they 
should either acquire Israeli citizenship, and with it a 
status like that of the Irish in Britain, or else allow them- 
selves to be assimilated. Their religious: principles, inso- 
far as these are) not merely racialist,; would survive 
assimilation; indeed, they would be all the better for it. 
Those professing them would then constitute an inter- 
national sect like the Quakers, prepared, like the Quakers, 
to witness against persecution everywhere, and not only 
against persecution of the Jews.» The more of such sects, 
the better. 


Postseript 


FRHAPS TI should add, in order to forestall misunder- 
standing on ‘so delicate a subject, that I attribute the 
disproportionate influence of the Jews, not to intrigue or 
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stocked, But it could be used to prevent the murtipiica= 
tion of nuclear Powers: and how urgent a necessity that 
is, the. French preparations at Reggan—now said to be 
complete—should be reminding us every day. Let only 
a few more Governments have hydrogen bombs to play 
about with, and who can doubt that sooner or later they 
will be used in earnest ? 


It does not even depend on another Hitler. Indeed, 
although Hitler is invariably cited in this connection, I 
doubt whether he would have been the first to expunge 
his own memory along with mankind. Not if he was the 
glory-seeker he..is portrayed.. ‘The danger comes rather 
from ‘God-fearing fanatics like the Archbishop of York 
or Dulles, who" hold ‘that: our earthly lives count for 
nothing beside our fate in the Hereafter. But there are 
quite enough of these at large—Christian, Islamic ‘and 
Hindu—to make one thankful that the machinery of 
politics puts a premium on worldliness and ambition. 


 Maemillan on tour 


MACMILLAN'S education is proceeding apace. It is a 
good thing he started his African tour in the West and 
not the South. His forthright contradiction of the legend, 
sedulously propagated in Rhodesia, that African. nation- 
alism has no existence outside the heads of a handful of 
agitators, speaks well for his powers of observation, So 
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on behalf of “the enslaved peoples” of Eastern Europe: 
for Nora Beloff in The Observer and Arthur Schlesinger 
in Encounter are agreed that there is nothing the enslaved 
peoples dread more than any exasperation of the Cold 
War. 


This boycott, however, is on a completely different footing, 


since it has not only been proposed, but already prac- 
tised, by the Africans themselves. This is enough to 
make the criticism irrelevant, and when combined (as it 
has been in Liverpool) with fears of retaliation, ignomini- 
ous. If the Africans are ready to endure physical priva- 
tion rather than spiritual starvation, the least we can do 
is to respect their decision and support it. 


During the War, the British blockade of Europe likewise 
pressed harder on the conquered than the conquerors, . 


and there were some who objected to it for that reason. 
Yet it was welcomed by the Resistance. Not to appre- 
ciate that, at certain junctures, moral solidarity may 
count for more than even material aid,. is to subscribe to 
the same philosophy that imposes Federation on the 
Nyasas. 


Anti-semitism in Germany .. 


T is not so easy to justify the boycott of Western Ger- 
many, announced by certain Jewish firms in London, or 
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Now that the Jews have a land of their own there is some- 


thing to be said for Koestler’s recommendation that they 
should either acquire Israeli citizenship, and with it a 
status like that of the Irish in Britain, or else allow them- 
selves to be assimilated. Their religious’ principles, inso- 
far as these are» not merely racialist, would. survive 
assimilation; indeed, they would be all the better for it. 
Those professing» them would: then constitute an inter- 
national sect like the Quakers, prepared, like the Quakers, 
to witness against persecution: everywhere, and not only 
against persecution of the Jews. The more of such: sects, 
the better. 


Postseript 


ERHAPS T should add, in order to forestall misunder- 

standing on ‘so delicate. a subject, that I attribute the 
disproportionate influence of the Jews, not to, intrigue or 
unscrupulousness, but first and foremost to their intelli- 
gence;»and also, to show that I am merely exercising my 
right «to criticise any people, that I regard the English 
distrust of intelligence as a national vice, on a par with 
German self-pity or Jewish touchiness, To read the 
popular press, with its Hitlerian jibes at “ intellectuals,” 
“ highbrows”’ and “ eggheads,” is to gain the impréssion 
of a nation of publicans, thanking God they are not as 
that Pharisee. 
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THIS IS YOUR WORLD 


A base in Crete 


(REECE has accepted a proposal to 

instal a medium-range missile base 
in Crete, according to a report in. the 
Salonika newspaper “ Makedonia” on 
January 12. 

The paper’s special correspondent in 
Paris attributed this information to a.“ high 
allied source.” 

Officers of all NATO nations will be 
trained there in the use of missiles, the 
report added. 

‘® Bases for intermediate-range missiles 
are in various stages of construction. .in 
Italy, England and Turkey. These weapons, 
with H-bomb ‘warheads, have a range’ of 
about 1,500 miles. 


More missiles 


YHE US National:Security Council 

is thought to have endorsed in 

early January the Pentagon’s plans for 
more missiles. 

This means expanding by about one-third 
the current production of. inter-continental 
missiles and Polaris submarines. 

Atlas and Titan squadrons, each equipped 
with 10 missiles, are apparently to be in- 
creased to 27, and immediate. provision. is 





to be made for, three more nuclear sub- 
marines carrying the 1,200-mile Polaris mis- 
sile—a total of 462 long-range weapons, 
The Times’ Washington correspondent re- 
ported on January 13. 


Kenya emergency facts 


THE state of Emergency in Kenya 
was formally ended on Jan. 15. 
Emergency powers were simultaneously 
replaced by new legislation still considered 
necessary. The Emergency started on 
October, 1952. 


R. H. C. Steed, Daily Telegraph Com- 
monwealth Affairs correspondent, on Satur- 
day gave the following figures for the Mau 
Mau rebellion: 


About 10,000 terrorists killed; 1,167 
Army and police killed and wounded; 
1,068 terrorists executed; 78,000 Mau 
Mau detained, of whom about 1,000 are 
still detained. Of civilians, 1,800 Afri- 
cans, 32 Europeans and 26 Asians were 
killed. 


The Kenya Constitutional Conference 
opened in London on January 18. 


‘Early’ warning system 
NEGOTIATIONS have started be- 

tween Britain. and the United 
States for the building of a_ ballistic 
missile early warning station—prob- 
ably on the English East Coast. 

Other sites, at which work started about 
three years ago, are at Sheyma Island, off 
Alaska (only 300 miles from Russian terri- 
tory) and at Thule, Greenload. These two 
stations cost nearly £143,d00,000. 

The British station may cost £35,000,000 
(according to the American magazine “ Mis- 
siles and Rockets”) of which Britain may 
pay about a quarter. 

@ America might get 15 minutes’ warn- 
ing of a Russian missile attack. Britain 
might get half that. 


Lynching—no action 
O action is possible concerning the 
lynching of the Negro, Mack 
Charles Parker, 
A Federal Grand Jury at Biloxi, Missis- 


sippi, was unable to return any indictments 
on January 14. 


Last April, Parker was dragged from jail 
by a gang of masked men and killed. 


* 

The three Nazi war criminals. still in 
Spandau prison cost, West Berlin £20,000. 
annually, The Times’ Berlin correspondent 
reported on January 13. al 
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to US and all parts of America, from eur US 
Sales Office, c/o-American Friends Service Com- 
mittee, 20 South Twelfth St., q, Pa. 
$5 year, $1 three months’ trial. 


The Harrington debate 


HETHER the Harrington demonstra- 

tion ended in a bang or a whimper 
will be argued with all the ferocity pacifists 
and non-violent resisters can muster for a 
very long time. 


What cannot be denied is that it achieved 
much and that future demonstrations can 
achieve more by studying this major event 
in British constitutional, as well as legal, 
history. 

Mr. Greville Janner has made a place for 
himself both in the Campaign and in Law. 
Those who say that he did too well must 
learn that the best is not too good for every 
aspect of the struggle for peace. 


I do not therefore intend to praise but 
to look critically at a few things that should 
be done better next time. 


First of all, in court there should be a 
political statement from the prisoners, and 
this ought to come from them and not 
from Counsel. But—and this is of the very 
first importance — this statement must be 
very carefully worded. I think it is prob- 
able that at Northampton no statement of 
this sort was put forward because many of 
the older hands felt that the kind of thing 
most strenuously offered was the kind of 
thing that would do the whole movement 
most harm. 


Secondly, and this follows from the first 
point, I think that the publicity and the 
press conferences: must be more carefully 
handled and those taking part should dis- 
cipline themselves to a greater ‘consideration 
for others in the movement and for the 
consequences of what they do. 


It was perfectly natural for many who 
had spent four days in prison to sigh with 
relief at the prospect of going home again, 
and quite understandable for them to come 
to a snap decision immediately afterwards 
not to return at once, or in the immediate 
future to the Harrington base, But. the 
future plans of the Committee should have 
been left to the Committee to consider. 

I do hope that in future, ex-prisoners in 
the first flush of release will be, guided, in 
their, public. statements, especially when 
those statements. are going to bind the 
hands, of. all their colleagues, . by . those 
around them, and will be particularly care- 
ful not to attribute to all their associates 
their own individual views. 

No harm has really been done and much 


good may come of this if there is plenty of 
PE TPA LE RSE: Pe ee eee ee eT 


By breaking the law at Harrington the 
demonstrators showed what it is that the 
law protects, and by accepting arrest they 
gave witness to their strength of conviction 
and integrity. A much larger demonstration 
could hold up work at a base, and em- 
barrass the authorities by filling the prisons 
to overflowing. 


This, it seems to me, could be one of the 
next stages in a growing campaign. Our 
activity then will turn into a training 
ground for non-violent resistance to an 
occupying power—should that ever be 
necessary. The police at present, as Alan 
Lovell points out, are certainly not neutral. 
But they and the civil defence units could 
be converted into a non-violent organisation 
throughout the country. 


Not only is it impossible to do justice to 
this argument in a letter, but there !: a 
growing demand for serious study of these 
matters. Thanks to the initiative of Harry 
Mister, Manager of Peace News, a series of 
study courses is to be arranged on “ Non- 
violence as an alternative to war.” The 
following topics have been proposed and 
further suggestions on form and content 
would be gladly received by him at PN : 
Historical. 

War as a social phenomenon. 

Origins and functions of collective aggres- 

sion. 

Emergence of the state out of war. 


Psychological. 
Satisfactions. 
Moral equivalent of, 


Education. 
Emotional, 
Teaching of history, 
Projects for international understanding, 


Economic, 
World of plenty. 
Consequences of disarmament. 


Non-violence. 
As an alternative to the nuclear deterrent 
and to all military machines, 
Gandhian dialectic. 
Quakerism. 
Direct Action, 
Its various forms. 
Lessons from. the past. 
Role of the police, 
Powers of state coercion, 


° —ANTHONY WEAVER, 18 
Campden Grove, London, W.8. 


‘Confused thinking’ 
WT appears that I myself was guilty (PN, 


— LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 


Potentially that always has been lawful. 
The Government simply happens to be in 
power at a time when it has become a 
practical possibility, From the point of 
view of the majority of its subjects it has 
done no more to forfeit its claim to their 
loyalty than any government prepared to 
use the most powerful weapons at its dis- 
posal, 


War-resisters may not share the moral 
values of those who make laws, but as they 
claim the right to be tolerated by the com- 
munity in spite of acting, on a vital issue, 
in accordance with a moral code peculiar 
to themselves alone, they should surely be 
careful to avoid morally outlawing that 
community on the grounds that it adheres 
to generally accepted values, 


Granted that power corrupts and that in 
our present society the people who attain 
to power are not always the most desirable 
types for the job, but it is neither helpful 
nor correct to label these leaders “ psycho- 
paths.”  Pacifists are not favourably im- 
pressed by governments which resort to the 
mental examination of conscientious objec- 
tors, They regard such methods as either a 
form of arrogance or a symptom of de- 
featism, The same criticism applies in the 
reverse situation, 


Besides, it would surely be a poor out- 
look for the eventual success of direct 
action if we had really to be convinced that 
every nation in the world elected to have, 
or tolerated, a group of mentally deranged 
people at the head of their political affairs. 
The only logical conclusion we, the pre- 
sumably sane pacifists, could draw would 
be that we are living in a world of maniacs 
and might as well give up any hope of their 
conversion. I, for one, must respectfully 
decline to accept such a fatalistic interpre- 
tation of the situation—HILDA VON 
p= ae 6, Endsleigh Street, London, 

C1, 


Christopher Farley writes: The present 
nuclear Governments. have in fact made 
lawful the wholesale extermination of a 
nation. That this may have been the stated 
policy of earlier Governments does not alter 
the fact. 


A psychopath is a person mentally de- 
ranged. Can we dismiss, simply on the 
grounds that they are acting on “ generally 
accepted values,” the suggestion that mili- 
tary ‘and political leaders of the Great 
Powers are in some way deranged if they 
deliberately develop their policies ? 


Of course I do not believe that non- 
violent. direct action is only legitimate © if 
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TERMS: Cash with order, 3d. pe 
2s. 6d. (Box No. 1s. extra)... Please don’t send — 
Box No 


in payment, except for odd pence. Address : 
foulien, Peace News, 5 Caledonian Rd., London, N.1. 


ACCOMMODATION 


HOMELY ACCOMMODATION and jolly good 
food for visitors and permanent guests. | CANon- 
bury 1340. Telkea Shayler, 27 Hamilton. Pk., 
London, N.5. 


HOLIDAY ACCOMMODATION 


A VEGETARIAN GUEST HOUSE: in the heart 
of the Lake | District. Rothay Bank, Grasmere, 
Westmorland, offers comfortable rooms and ex- 
pertly planned : meals, attention to those requiring 
rest as well as facilities for walkers, climbers, 
motorists. Large garden with view of fells— 
Isabel James, ‘Telephone : Grasmere 334. 


KESWICK.—Visit the Lake District for your 
holiday this year. Highfield Vegetarian Guest 
House, The Heads, cffers beautiful scenery, good 


food, comfort, friendly atmosphere. Write Mr. and 
Mrs. Lusby (V.C.A. Members). Tel. 508. 


RECULVER LODGE (PN), Beltinge, Kent. Book 
now for your summer holiday. Ideal for week- 
ends. Always open. Also informal European land 
cruises by microbus. (Herne Bay 750.) 


PERSONAL 

DUPLICATING, shorthand, _ typing, translating. 
Mabel Eyles, 10° Beaconsfield Rd., London, N.L,. 
ENT 3324. 

FAMILY PLANNING requisites by post any- 
where. Booklet and price ‘list free under plain 
cover. Premier Laboratories (Box 50), 333 Gray’s 
Inn Road, W.C.1. 

GENTLEMAN PACIFIST, 60, widower, smart 
and active, wishes to meet lady friend for companion- 
ship in occasional’ leisure time. Sunday outings in 
summer. .Must be non-smoker, Resident Leeds or 
West Yorks. Box 843. 

IF YOU SHOP at a Co-op please give this num- 
ber when making your next purchase: 1336943. 
Your dividend will then be gratefully received by 
the Secretary, Peace News, 5 Caledonian Rd., 
London,'N.1. 


INTERNATIONAL TRAVEL. Clause 83 of the 
International Sanitary Regulations allows objectors 
to vaccination’ to enter other countries without 
vaccination certificates. Further information from 
National Anti-Vaccination League, 2nd Floor, 26/28 
Warwick Way, London, S.W.1. 

SCHOOLTEACHER, wife and two young children 
require fortnight’s coastal August’ holiday in’ flat/ 
bungalow. Southern England preferred. Box 841. 

WAR RESISTERS’ INTERNATIONAL welcomes 
gifts of foreign stamps and undamaged airmail 
covers. Please send to WRI, 88 Park Av.,. Enfield, 
Middlesex. 


Brochure. 


LITERATURE. _ 

BRITAIN’S. OLDEST SOCIALIST WEBKLY— 
vigorous, forthright and consistently agaimst war— 
the “‘ Socialist, Leader '’. Indispensable te pyran 4 
of the PPU who waat up-to-date information 
home and world politics: c® 3 
Obtainable from your newsagent or from 48 Dundae 
Street, Glasgow, C.1., and 6 Endsicigh Strest, 
London, W.C.1. r 

QUAKERISM.: Information and literature respect- 
ing the Faith and Practice of the Religious Society 
of Friends, free on application to Friends Home 
Service Cttee., Friends House, Euston Road, London, 


FOR SALE 


BIRTHDAY SUBSCRIPTIONS: ecpuadetale te 
problem by giving your friends a su m to 
Peace News. Eight weeks’ introductory postal 
subscription 2s. 6d. Birthday Card Gd. extra. 
Guhecrintion Dent... Peace News. 5 Caledorian Road. 


had spent four days in prison to sigh with 
relief at the prospect of going home again, 
and quite understandable for them to come 
to a snap decision immediately afterwards 
not to return at once, or in the immediate 
future to the Harrington base. But. the 
future plans of the Committee should have 
been left to the Committee to consider. 


I do hope that in. future, ex-prisoners in 
the first flush of release will be guided, in 
their public. statements, especially when 
those statements are. going to bind the 
hands, of all their colleagues, by . those 
around them, and will be particularly care- 
ful not to attribute to all their associates 
their own individual views. 


No harm has really been done and much 
good may come of this if there is plenty of 
plain speaking in private, and underlying 
unity throughout, Our allegiance is to the 
salvation of the world from annihilation, 
and we as individuals are expendable in 
this struggle. 


It is, I think, on the whole a very good 
thing that so many weaknesses in the Direct 
Action Campaign and the Campaign as a 
whole were so ruthlessly shown up at Har- 
rington, 

If we can be as ruthless with ourselves as 
the occasion has shown we need to be then 
we need have no fear for the outcome. 

We shall defeat. the Bomb.—JOSEPH R. 
SANDY, Stanwick Mansions, London, 
W.14. 


HE “other “socialist thinkers,” whom 

Gene Sharp does not name, should, it 
would seem+to» me, include Martin Buber 
whose “ Paths in*Utopia ” provides answers 
to several questions raised in letters to PN 
about Harrington and» Direct Action, 

The theory that Jim: Petter is looking for 
I would suggest should not be exclusively 
political, for reliance on political solutions 
has led to the “warfare state” as the out- 
come of the efforts of both social demo- 
crats and of Communists. 

Secondly, the method of non-violence 
guarantees far more than the absence of 
ruthlessness which betrayed the 1917 revo- 
lution: it implies autonomy (i.e.; workers’ 
control) and responsibility of men on the 
spot for their own actions, This is not a 
question of who has the superior moral 
equipment, as Rev, Tom Wardle asks, but 
of an attempt at a co-operative state of 
affairs in which there are neither rulers nor 
ruled, 

Direct Action is a tiny experiment in 
methods and a way of life which, on a huge 
scale, could provide an alternative to the 
nuclear deterrent and to military resistance 
of any kind, 


Economic, 
World of plenty. 
Consequences ‘of disarmament. 


Non-violence. 
As an alternative to the nuclear deterrent 
and to all military machines, 
Gandhian dialectic, 
Quakerism, 
Direct Action, 
Its various forms. 
Lessons from. the past. 
Role of the police, 
Powers of state coercion, 


—ANTHONY WEAVER, 18 
Campden Grove, London, W.8, 


‘Confused thinking’ 


cE appears that I myself was guilty (PN, 

Jan, 15) of “ confused thinking,” for it is 
obvious from Christopher Farley’s appended 
comments that he has missed the point my 
letter was trying to make, 


War and the manufacture of more and 
more deadly weapons has never been and is 
not today unlawful.’ The development of 
nuclear weapons, although it represents a 
new degree of frightfulness, does not, con- 
stitute. a break with the tradition but a 
logical, I am almost tempted to say a 
natural, consequence of it, 

It is ‘therefore plainly untrue to say that 
the present Government has made lawful 
the wholesale extermination of a nation. 


‘Christopher Farley writes: 
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tation of the situation—HILDA VON 
KLENZE, 6, Endsleigh Street, London, 
W.C.l. 

The present 
nuclear Governments have in fact. made 
lawful the wholesale extermination of a 
nation. That this may have been the stated 
policy of earlier Governments does not alter 
the fact. 

A psychopath is a person mentally de- 
ranged. Can we dismiss, simply on the 
grounds that they are acting on “ generally 
accepted values,” the suggestion that mili- 
tary ‘and political leaders of the Great 
Powers are in some way deranged if they 
deliberately develop their policies ? 


Of course I do not believe that non- 
violent direct action is only legitimate: if 
the rulers are psychopaths. 


Quakers in Parliament 


rpPHE Rev. Edwin Foley writes that my 
“ defence: of certain Quakers is abso- 
lutely untenable.” 


My article was not written to defend 
anybody; it- was quite simply an attempt, 
however inadequate, to explain how it. is 
that the Religious Society of Friends. 
(Quakers) holds. within. its fellowship 
some members who are not committed to 
the view that, under all circumstances, war 
is forbidden to the Christian ——-ROBERT 
DAVIS, 23 Fox Hill, Birmingham, 29. 
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gifts of foreign stamps and undamaged airmail 
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King’s Cross, London, N.1. 
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ACCOUNTANT, unqualified, unemployed as result 
of Harrington, seeks work. Box 842. 


APPLICATIONS ARE INVITED for the post of 
paid secretary (full-time or part-time) to ‘the North 
West Region of CND.. Duties will, commence, in 
mid-February if it can be so’ arranged. Applications 
to Campaign for Nuclear Disarmament, 14 Tib: Lane, 
Manchester 2, by February 6. 4 


THE _FELLOWSHIP., of Reconciliation has - 
vacancy for’ junior shorthand-typist. Experience not 
expected but ability and interest in varied and 
worth while work for Peace, Details from General 
Secretary, FoR, 29, Great James St., W.C 1 
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every Wednesday evening for the sale of boeks and 
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5 Caledonian Road, King’s Cross, Londoa, N.1. 








Friday, January 29 

ALTON: 7.30 p.m. Friends Mtg. Ho, Youth 
Mtg. John Hoyland. YCND. 

GUILDFORD: 7.30 p.m. Co-operative Hall, 
Haydon Place. “ Rockets, Jail. & Harrington.” 
Public Mt. & Discussion on Direct Action. David 
Lumsdaine, ‘Alan Lovell, Michael Craft. 5 

LONDON, E.18: 8 p.m. Co-op Hall, George 


Ln. Public Brains Trust on ‘‘ Peace the Challenge 
of the 60’s*’: Martin Dakin, Cdr. Young. Wood- 
ford & Dist. Peace Cttee. 


LONDON, E.C.2.:: 12:30. & 1.30 p.m: St. Botolph’s 
Church, Bishopsgate. ‘‘ Islam & World Affairs ”’ : 
Abdul Majid. Adm. Free. NPC. 

MANCHESTER : 7.30 p.m. Friends Mtg. Ho., 
Mount St.  ‘‘ International Affairs & the Indivi- 
dual ’’: Robin Dixon (Sec. NPC), Neville Anderson 
(Chairman NW Region CND).  Toldas Group. 

SWANSEA: 7 p.m. Friends Mtg. Ho. Confer- 
ence for ND supporters. CND. 

Saturday, January 30 

COLCHESTER : 3—7.30 p.m. Friends Mtg. Ho., 
Shewell Rd. Conference on International Under- 
standing. Speakers: Dr. H.'E. Sunario, Lawrence 
Vambe, Kenneth Ablack, Marion Forrester. Chair : 
Bishop of Colchester. . Details: T. E. Dunn, 77 
Hungerdowns Ln., Lawford, Manningtree, Essex. 
SoFPC, UNA, FoR, CND. 

IPSWICH : 3 p.m. Friends Mtg. Ho., Fonnereau 
Rd. Current Problems & Future Activities. Tea. 
PPU & FoR. 


LIVERPOOL : 6.30 p.m Friends Mtg. Ho. Group 
Discussion. Robin Dixon (NPC Sec.) Toldas. 


LONDON, W.C.1: 6-10 p.m. Friends Inter- 
national Centre, 32 Tavistock Sq. London Area 
Party by Sidney Billson, Refreshments 2s, 

ST. LEONARDS-ON-SEA : 3.30 p.m. 78A, Nor- 
man Rd., South East Area AGM. Bring and 
Buy Stall, pooled tea. PPU. 

SOUTHEND: 7.30 p.m. Friends Mtg. Ho., 18 
Dundonald Drive, Leigh, Filmshow. FoR. ? 

Sunday, January 31 

LONDON, E.8: 2.45 p.m. Hackney Town Hall, 
Mare St. Meet outside to walk to war’ memorial-at 
St. John’s Church, Mare St. Wreath laying cere- 
mow in memory of those killed in World War II. 


Monday, February 1 

SOUTHAMPTON : 7.30 p.m. Friends Mtg. Ho., 
be ea Rd. Group Discussion, © Stuart Morris. 
PPU. i 
Wednesday, February 3 

BRIDGWATER: 7.30 p.m. 12, Brymore Cl., 
Wembdon Rd. Fred Moorhouse on FoR. Study 
Notes—Section Two. Peace Group. 

LONDON, E.C.3: 3' p.m. _ St. Michael's, Corn- 
hill. Service : ‘‘ Remember the Refugees and Home- 
less.’’ Rev. Norman Motley. 

POOLE: 7.30 p.m. Centenary Hall, Forum on 
Current Affairs. Stuart Morris, Austin Underwood, 
J. C. Holland, Alan Williams. Chair: Hallam 
Barnes. Bournemouth Area CND. 

ST. LEONARDS-ON-SEA : 7 p.m. 78A, Norman 
Rd. Monthly Meeting. John Deakins, ‘‘ The East 
London Family Service Unit.’’ Minnie Pallister. 


PPU 
Thursday, February 4 
LEICESTER: 7.30 p.m. Friends Mtg. Ho., Queen’s 
Rd. Public Mtg. Speakers: Jean Inebnit. Chair: 
Lord Mayor of Leicester. IVS. 


PRU»; 


LONDON, E.11: 8 pim. Friends Mtg. Ho., Bush 
Rd. ‘‘ The Labour Party After the Election ’’: Joha 
Punshon. PPU, ‘FoR... : 


Monday, February 8 , 

BIRMINGHAM: 8 p.m. 221 Vicarage Rd., 
King’s Heath. Mtg. King’s Heath & Cotteridge 
PPU. 

LONDON, S.W.1: 10.30 a.m. & 2.15 p.m. Ebury 
Bdg. Ho., Ebury Bdg. Rd. London Appellate Tri- 
bunal for,COs. Public adm. - 

LONDON, W.2: 7.45. p.m. 
Rd., near Porchester Rd. 
form new group. PPU. 

RUGBY : 7.30 p.m. 
the 
PPU. 


16 Westbourne Pk. 
Members. wanted to. help 


57, Clifton Rd. ‘‘ Tales of 
PPU,. Told «and Untold.’’ Sybil ~ Morrison. 


Tuesday, February 9 


WOLVERHAMPTON : 7.30 p.m.,_Lecture_ Halt, 
Darlington St. Methodist Church. ** Central 
Africa '’;. Guy ~Clutton-Brock. Chair: Sir G. 


Mander. Council for African Affairs. 


Te ee TT 


Every week? 


SATURDAYS AND SUNDAYS 


LONDON: 72 Oakley Sq., N.W.1. 
work camps take place whenever possible. Phone 
EUS 3195. Work for needy sections of the com- 


munity. IVS. 

TUESDAYS 
...MANCHESTER: 1-2 p.m. Deansgate 
Christian Pacifist open-air meeting. MPF 

WEDNESDAYS 
‘LONDON: 7 p.m., 5 Caledonian Rd., N.1. Pacifist 
Youth Action. Group. 


Week-end 


Blitz Site 


Pitti TTT 
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POLITICS: THE DILEMMA OF METHOD—II 


By GENE SHARP 


Solution lies in a new direction 


In last week’s article Gene Sharp outlined the failings of current political methods. This 
second and concluding article points the direction to a solution of the problem. 


N important reason for the loss of early socialist objectives, it is suggested, 

is that the “ socialist ” movements had not satisfactorily solved the problem 
of political method. They lacked the know-how of how to struggle for human- 
jtarian socialist objectives by humanitarian socialist methods. 


In default, they relied heavily upon the 
methods and institutions of the system they 
abhored and these were at sharp variance 
with their socialist goals. Thereby they 
helped to create—not their new equalitarian, 
democratic, peaceful brotherly world, but— 
a world in which some of the undesirable 
tendencies of the system they hated were 
nurtured and matured. 


People themselves thus have not been 
trained in a method of political action 
which they can effectively apply independ- 
ently ofthe, state or against the state if it 
itself violates justice, peace and freedom. 


fear of the people 


There is, further, reason to believe that 
there is genuine fear by supporters of the 
status quo—whether in any particular case 
today they be called Conservative, Labour, 
or Communist—that people should learn 
how to wield effective power of this type 
themselves. Let us take three examples. 


First, it is reliably reported that when 
proposals were discussed in UN and British 
Foreign Office circles in 1956 or °S7 for 
the creation under UN auspices of an un- 
armed human buffer between hostile Arab 
and Israeli forces to prevent major skir- 
mishes and war, a fear voiced in the latter 
circles was that it would work! What 
would happen if such a major non-violent 
action were successful, people learned by 
example how to do it, and started using 
such methods to control their own govern- 
ments ? 

Secondly, when the Labour Party finally 
came—it deserves credit for it—to oppose 
a war already undertaken by the Govern- 
ment (the Suez invasion), the emphasis was 
carefully placed on “ Law, not war,” rather 
than, for example, “Peace, not war,’ or 
“Help, not war,” or “‘ Humanity, not war.” 

Labour party and trades union leaders 


Pes ee ee Pee a ee eee ee ee ee eee ee ee 


is abominable and undemocratic to strike 
so that the children of the whole world 
may even live at all. 

To carry over uncritically the superficial 
thought of the “socialist” movements on 
political method into the present day. with 
its threats to human freedom and life itself 
is to do something less. than to think seri- 





Parliamentary democracy needs to be supplemented by direct action 
methods if it is to function effectively. 


ately—methods which British socialists 
under Keir Hardie long, long ago (it seems) 
once advocated.* 


A natural fear which could possibly ex- 
plain this and possibly could have been 
found not too deeply buried in the minds 
of Labour leaders was that if such extra- 
constitutional methods were used and 
people learned their power, and how to im- 
plement it, might not an unpopular Labour 
Government one day be confronted with 
the same methods ? 


A more. general ‘illustration from the 


ously about one’s responsibility for the 


future of mankind, 


There has been a quest in several coun- 
tries for the development of a “new poli- 
tics” more able to serve humanity than the 
politics we have hitherto known. In the 
present writer’s view, this “new politics ” 
must include unilateral nuclear disarma- 
ment, a vigilant maintenance and achieve- 
ment of civil liberties, a restoration of effec- 
tive political and economic power to the 
hands of the people themselves, opposition 
to all colonialism and exploitation, and a 


of conscripts entering or refusing to enter 
the army, of workers striking or employers 
resisting strikes, of a country waging war 
or refusing to acquiesce to threats while 
refusing to resort to war—all these and 
many others represent various types of 
power. 


Basically, that which renders power im- 
moral is the willingness to inflict physical 
injury and death upon others—the threat 
and/or use of physical violence. 


Unless one abdicates all responsibility for 
one’s fellow men, all responsibility for op- 
posing injustice, tyranny and war, and all 
participation in or support for any social 
relationship beyond oneself and withdraws 
to a hermit’s life, one cannot avoid exercis- 
ing, supporting or advocating some kind of 
power. 

The problem then is to find a kind of 
power which is peaceful and non-injurious 
while enabling one to fulfil one’s moral 
responsibilities toward others, 

Putting it another way, the problem is 
what kind of power can be moral, is non- 
military, can be applied by people them- 
selves, and can contribute significantly to 
the solution of the problem of political 


method. 
the need 


What is thus needed is a more direct, 
peaceful method of socio-political action 
which can 


1. supplement the procedures of liberal 
democracy (where these have proved inade- 
quate or where they have retained their 
outward forms while the democratic con- 
tent has been weakened or destroyed), and 


2. be substituted for violent direct 
action, including violent revolution and war. 


Within the context of socialist objectives, 
once the problem of how to counter-act 
and over-come the opposition without 
violent direct action or sole reliance on 
state power is solved, the question of how 
to organise the institutions of the society 
on democratic lines and with more direct 
control by the populace becomes greatly 
simplified. 

There are already indications of the 
general form this method of action must 
take and some experience in its applica- 


the creation under UN auspices of an un- 
armed human buffer between hostile Arab 
and Israeli forces to prevent major skir- 
mishes and war, a fear voiced in the latter 
circles was that it would work! What 
would happen if such a major non-violent 
action were successful, people learned by 
example how to do it, and started using 
such methods to control their own govern- 
ments ? 

Secondly, when the Labour Party finally 
came—it deserves credit for it—to oppose 
a war already undertaken by the Govern- 
ment (the Suez invasion), the emphasis was 
carefully placed on “ Law, not war,” rather 
than, for example, “Peace, not war,” or 
“Help, not war,” or “ Humanity, not war.” 


Labour party and trades union leaders 
strongly advised against the use of the very 
methods of action—extra-constitutional 
means, including the general strike—which 
could have halted the war almost immedi- 
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Parliamentary democracy needs to be supplemented by direct action 
methods if it is to function effectively. 


ately—methods which British socialists 
under Keir Hardie long, long ago (it seems) 
once advocated.* 


A natural fear which could possibly ex- 
plain this and possibly could have been 
found not too deeply buried in the minds 
of Labour leaders was that if such extra- 
constitutional methods were used and 
people learned their power, and how to im- 
plement it, might not an unpopular Labour 
Government one day be confronted with 
the same methods ? 


A more general illustration from the 
Communist side is the emphasis in all their 
“peace” efforts that the only way to get 
peace is by international, multilateral 
agreements, treaties, and Summit and other 
top level conferences. Unilateral action, 
mass popular agitation including resistance 
and direct action are rejected. 


The “ top-level ” methods keep the power 
to make such decisions and others in the 
hands of the hierarchy—by whatever label 
it be called. As Alex Comfort has said, all 
dictators like the decisions to be made at 
the Summit, rather than by a groundswell 
forcing them to change their policies or be 
swept from power. 


The fear of the power of the people is 
understandable when it comes from reac- 
tionaries and avowed supporters of injus- 
tice, oppression, exploitation and war, But 
it is most unbecoming when it comes from 
avowed supporters of a socialist society. 


This fear of the power of the people is 
also unbecoming in some advocates of uni- 
lateral nuclear disarmament who have car- 
ried over without re-examination contem- 
porary “ socialist’ thought on the necessity 
for constitutionalism into the struggle for 
human survival, and who hence reject cate- 
gorically non-violent resistance and direct 
action as a means of achieving disarma- 
ment, 


It is apparently honourable and demo- 
cratic to strike for higher wages so that 
one’s child may have better quality food or 
a new toy now and then, but apparently it 


*It is too. often forgotten that this 
method was in fact successfully employed 
in 1920, when the threat of a transport 
strike compelled the. Government. to call 
off “ Churchill’s War’. against the Bolshevik 
Government.—Eb. -P.N. 


ously about one’s responsibility for the 
future of mankind, 


There has been a quest in several coun- 
tries for the development of a “ new poli- 
tics” more able to serve humanity than the 
politics we have hitherto known. In the 
present writer’s view, this “new politics” 
must include unilateral nuclear disarma- 
ment, a vigilant maintenance and achieve- 
ment of civil liberties, a restoration of effec- 
tive political and economic power to the 
hands of the people themselves, opposition 
to all colonialism and exploitation, and a 
restoration of humanity and. warmth in 
social, political and economic life, 


‘ F) 


If, however, the “new politics” is not to 
crash on the same rocks as the old politics 
—that of political method—it is imperative 
that it must develop a new method of 
action, This method must be able to: 


1. Supplement parliamentarianism, espe- 
cially on these two points: (a) the 
assumption that the only acceptable 
and effective political power is that 
which is channelled exclusively through 
the constitutional channels, and (b) the 
assumption that nothing really politic- 
ally significant can be done without 
gaining control of the state. 


2. Reduce drastically or eliminate reli- 
ance on the state’s means of repres- 
sion to cope with opposition to change, 
and 


3. Replace violent revolution and war as 
means of conducting acute conflicts in 
which real issues are at stake, 

Such a method must basically be, therefore, 
a peaceful method of struggle and of coun- 
teracting the power of opposition, This 
requires more than words and good inten- 
tions. 


the fact of power 


Words alone achieve very little. They 
only become applied in this world when 
the ideas and principles which underlie 
them become actualised in terms of some 
combination or moral, spiritual, political, 
social, economic, or political power. 

There is no escape in this world from 
power, Nor is power itself inherently im- 
moral. The influence of the mother on the 
child, of lovers on each other, of workers 
producing or not producing goods, of 
traders buying, selling, or not doing either, 
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quate or where they have retained their 
outward forms while the democratic con- 
tent has been weakened or destroyed), and 


2. be substituted for violent direct 
action, including violent revolution and war. 


Vue 


Within the context of socialist objectives, 
once the problem of how to counter-act 
and over-come the opposition without 
violent direct action or sole reliance on 
state power is solved, the question of how 
to organise the institutions of the society 
on democratic lines and with more direct 
control by the populace becomes greatly 
simplified. 

There are already indications of the 
general form this method of action must 
take and some experience in its applica- 
tion. Within the socialist and labour tradi- 
tion itself there are clues to this answer— 
clues which our modern “ socialists” often 
would prefer to forget. 


The way war should be prevented, social- 
ists once believed, was for the workers to 
conduct general strikes in their own country 
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and for the troops to mutiny and fraternise. 

The syndicalists placed more confidence 
in the use of the general strike to achieve 
the transfer of the ownership and control of 
industry into the hands of the workers than 
they did in the gaining of control of the 
state and using it to take over ownership. 


Boycotts and many forms of strikes have 
had their important role in the labour and 
socialist struggles of the past, although they 
are now used almost entirely to achieve 
higher wages, etc., rather than a socialist 
organisation of society. 


Very often in the West strikes have been 
accompanied by bitterness, hatred and 
sometimes physical violence on both sides. 
These, however, are not inherent in these 
methods. 


The significant point here is that these 
methods .are inherently non-military and 
extra-parliamentary, They are direct and 


theid in South Africa, the 1952 Defiance 
Campaign in particular; from America, 
especially the Montgomery, Alabama, Negro 
bus boycott; from Hungary, especially the 
general strike and unarmed defiance of the 
Revolution; from East Germany, particu- 
larly the unarmed Revolt of June, 1953; 
from Spain, especially the bus boycotts in 
Madrid and Barcelona; and from many 
other places throughout the world. 


filling the gap 


The past half century has seen a remark- 
able development of these methods of re- 
sistance and direct action, in the extent of 
their application, in the degree to which 
moral qualities have become fused with the 
forms of action themselves, and in the 
degree to which they seem to meet the 
political needs of the day. 


It becomes, therefore, important to ex- 
amine closely the possible relevance of this 





“It is apparently honourable to strike for higher wages but abominable 
and undemocratic to strike so that the world will have a future.” 


can be applied by the workers when other 
means have failed. In these qualities, they 
meet the qualifications we have indicated 
are needed now for a new socio-political 
method, although this is not to say that 
they are completely adequate in their pre- 
sent. forms, 


Another important clue to the answer of 
this problem of political method comes 
from India: the Gandhian struggles against 
injustice and for political independence. 
These struggles—non-military and_ extra- 
constitutional—were waged with consider- 
able effectiveness. 


In contrast to the Indian experience, the 
use. of strikes and boycotts .in. the. Western 


new—or at least newly refined old—method 
of socio-political action, as a possible con- 
tribution to meeting the serious gap in 
political philosophy and practice concerning 
political method. 


Within the limits of this article it is 
possible only to indicate in general outline 
how non-violent resistance and direct action 
can contribute to the solution of the pro- 
blem of political method in contemporary 
politics, The contribution largely consists 
of the new method providing a suitable 
supplement to or substitute for present con- 
stitutional and extra-constitutional political 
methods at several important points. 
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in which the existing regime has over- 
whelming military superiority, NVR- 
DA can be used to undermine and ulti- 
mately disintegrate the regime by non- 
co-operation, disobedience and defiance. 


3. Instead of using the state apparatus 
and means of repression to achieve 
changes in ownership of industry, 
NVR-DA can be used on a plant-by- 
plant or industry-by-industry basis to 
supplement persuasion to convince the 
management and owners of the desir- 
ability and necessity to broaden owner- 
ship and accept increased workers’ con- 
trol of the industries in which they 
work, 


4. Instead of reliance on the usual means 
of state repression, NVR-DA can be a 
substitute means of enforcing social 
policies determined by constitutional 
means, as, for example, giving an 
official sanction to a popular boycott 
of the goods of a factory found guilty 
of employing child labour, instead of 
imprisoning the owner or management. 

5. Instead of relying exclusively upon 
court decisions and hoped-for changes 
in the law to achieve and preserve civil 
liberties, NVR-DA can be used to ob- 
tain modifications in policies and the 
halting of intrusions of government 
authority into the spheres of private 
liberties. 


6. Instead of acquiescence where the 


normal democratic parliamentary pro- 
cesses have been blocked, destroyed or 
made nearly inoperative by institutional 
incrustations, regulations or the extra- 
constitutional operations of the power 
structure, NVR-DA can be used to 
break through the impediments. 

7. Instead of passivity or acquiescence on 
matters of extreme importance or in- 
volving important moral principles— 
such as nuclear weapons or anti-Semi- 
tism—in the face of majority opinion 
in support of the undesirable policy or 
the conditions under (6), NVR-DA can 
be used as a peaceful yet militant 
means of action against the policy in 
question. 


points of departure 


Each of these suggested points at which 
NVR-DA can supplement or replace exist- 
ing political methods requires extensive 
further study and analvsis. In the develop. 
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THE POWER OF 
THE PEOPLE 


A relevant example of the power 
of non-violent resistance and direct 
action was the jailing of the (British) 
Direct Action Committee Against 
Nuclear War leaders weeks in advance 
of their planned civil disobedience at 
Harrington, Northants. 

This method of repression was also 
used by the British against Gandhi, 
Nehru and others three decades ago. 

This jailing, at so early a stage in 
the Committee’s plans, constituted a 
two-fold victory for the Direct Action 
leadership. They had aimed to com- 
mit civil disobedience. This is a 
deliberate, open, peaceful breach of 
law or regulation with a willingness 
to accept imprisonment as a means 
of spreading ideas, and of withdrawal 
of support for the policies to which 
one is opposed. 

Their arrest and jailing thus en- 
abled them to challenge by the means 
they had chosen both conscience and 
the policy of nuclear rocket warfare. 

But even more significant is this: 
their arrest at so early a stage in the 
plans indicates that while the British 
Government could ignore the fine 
words spoken at innumerable protest 
meetings, and could ignore even 
marches and vigils, it knew it could 
not ignore the direct, active challenge 
which the Direct Action leaders 
planned. 

® 


Their arrest was an admission by 
the Government of fear that if such 
methods were widely adopted by the 
disarmament movement, the continua- 
tion of the present nuclear war pre- 
parations would become questionable. 

As Prime Minister Nehru has said: 

“ Nothing is more irritating and, 

in the final analysis, harmful to a 

Government than to have to deal 

with people who will not bend to 

its will, whatever the consequences.” 

Were hundreds and thousands of 
nuclear disarmers in any country to 
act in the way the Direct Action  ), 
leaders adyocated—peacefully, disci- 
plined, and fearlesssly—ANY Govern- 
ment would be forced to use mass 
arrests, police repression, violation of 
civil liberties and troops to maintain 


can be applied by the workers when other 
means have failed. In these qualities, they 
meet the qualifications we have indicated 
are needed now for a new socio-political 
method, although this is not to say that 
they are completely adequate in their pre- 
sent, forms. 


Another important clue to the answer of 
this problem of political method comes 
from India: the Gandhian struggles against 
injustice and for political independence. 
These struggles—non-military and_ extra- 
constitutional—were waged with consider- 
able effectiveness. 


In contrast to the Indian experience, the 
use of strikes and boycotts in the Western 
labour struggles appear relatively crude. 
To a remarkable degree in India the bitter- 
ness, hostility and hatreds usually accom- 
panying such major struggles were greatly 
reduced and a spirit of non-hatred, personal 
consideration for the opponent, and even 
“love”? accompanied these struggles. 


There are other clues: from Africa, espe- 
cially the largely, (amazingly) non-violent 
struggles of the .non-whites, against apar- 
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new—or at least newly refined old—method 
of socio-political action, as a possible con- 
tribution to meeting the serious gap in 
political philosophy and practice concerning 
political method. 


Within the limits of this article it is 
possible only to indicate in general outline 
how non-violent resistance and direct action 
can contribute to the solution of the pro- 
blem of political method in contemporary 
politics, The contribution largely consists 
of the new method providing a suitable 
supplement to or substitute for present con- 
stitutional and extra-constitutional political 
methods at several important points. 


These points are largely those at which: 


1. Violent direct action, including riot- 
ing, violent revolution and war have been 
or are now used; 


2. Reliance in achieving changes has 
been placed on the threat or use of state 
repression; and 


3. Passive acquiescence has followed 
when the usual constitutional processes are 
blocked, destroyed or prove unresponsive. 


a way out 


Non-violent resistance and direct action 
can supplement or replace existing methods 
in such cases as these: 


1. Instead of military preparations and 
war in the nuclear rocket age, NVR- 
DA can be used as a means of meeting 
an occupation and deterring invasion 
by facing the potential invader with 
the prospect of having to govern a 
defiant population already trained in 
how to apply most effectively methods 
of undermining his power, 
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Instead of violent revolution in an age 


7. Instead of passivity or acquiescence on 


matters of extreme importance or in- 
volving important moral principles— 
such as nuclear weapons or anti-Semi- 
tism—in the face of majority opinion 
in support of the undesirable policy or 
the conditions under (6), NVR-DA can 
be used as a peaceful yet militant 
means of action against the policy in 
question, 


points of departure 


Each of these suggested points at which 
NVR-DA can supplement or replace exist- 
ing political methods requires extensive 
further study and analysis. In the develop- 
ment of a “ new politics” this will include 
an exploration of theory, a further exam- 
ination of the requirements, implications, 
limitations and probable consequences of 
NVR-DA in such circumstances, and a 
planning of the most suitable methods of 
achieving its adoption. 


Refinements and improvements in the 
method are still needed. It is accepted that 
more experiments in its application are still 
required and that the transition in each of 
the above suggested seven. cases where 
NVR-DA may be applied will requre some 
time. 


It has not been the intention of this 
article to do more than to point the direc- 
tion in which the solution of a major part 
of the problem of political method may be 
found, It is not suggested that NVR-DA 
is a panacea, or the answer to all political 
problems. 

It is claimed, however, that NWR-DA 
constitutes the core of the answer to the 
present problem of political method, and 
that the seven above cases may be regarded 
as points of departure for achieving the 
resolution of that problem. 

In the shadow of the results of yester- 
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tion of the present nuclear war r pre- 
parations would become questionable. 

As Prime Minister Nehru has said: 

“Nothing is more irritating and, 

in the final analysis, harmful to a 

Government than to have to deal 

with people who will not bend to 

its will, whatever the consequences.” 

Were hundreds and thousands of 
nuclear disarmers in any country to 
act in the way the Direct Action ), 
leaders advocated—peacefully, disci- 
plined, and fearlesssly—ANY Govern- 
ment would be forced to use mass 
arrests, police repression, violation of 
civil liberties and troops to maintain 
its policy. 

By such measures of repression it 
would thus reveal to its own people 
and the world a small degree of the 
violence and brutality upon which 
its war policy is based. By this, it 
would provoke potentially further in- 
dignation and resistance. 

It would thus run the risk of facing 
such a strong non-violent movement 
that it would have either to reverse 
its policy of death or abdicate in 
favour of a government willing to 
implement unilateral nuclear dis- 
armament. 

By arresting the Direct Action 
Committee leadership when it did, the 
British Government admitted the 


ower of their case and method, 





year’s radical movements and: in view of 
the political and human needs of our day, 
it seems not too much to ask present-day 
radicals to look in a new direction for the 
solution of the problem of political method. 
Non-violent resistance and direct action 
may have a unique contribution to make 
in the building of a “new politics” which 
is realistic, effective and moral. 
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My five weeks 
in the USA 


By FENNER BROCKWAY, MP 


I AM in’New York on the invitation of 
the American Friends Service Committee 
(Quakers). I did a series of talks for them 
two years ago and was deeply impressed by 
their principles and enthusiasm. 


Five. weeks I shall be here, speaking 
mostly at Universities, covering New York, 
Seattle (away to the north on the Pacific 
coast,. further from New York than New 
York is from London), San Francisco, Los 
Angeles, Chicago, Detroit, Indianapolis, 
Boston and the other large centres.. Whilst 
I am here I shall keep in close touch with 
African and colonial events, and I shall no 
doubt be writing about them, But you will 
also want to hear of the attitude of the 
Americans towards colonial freedom and I 
will write about that as I find it. 


T know I shall ‘have a sympathetic hear- 
ing in the Universities. Only this last 
summer a professor took twenty students 
to Tanganyika to build premises for a Co- 
operative Society by voluntary labour. I 
have ‘been inspired here to learn that as a 
result of Tom Mboya’s visit to America 


-jast year more than 40 American colleges 


have granted scholarships to 81 young men 
and women from Kenya and have even 
initiated Project Air Lift Africa which has 
enabled the students to journey 8,000 miles 
from Nairobi to New York. I hope my 


visit to Universities here will stimulate sup- 


port to permit this project to be completed. 


Yes, there is vast good will here. Not 
that American policy to the colonies is all 
good, Americans naturally respond to the 


call for political freedom, but they do not 
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NEW PROTESTS PLANNED | 
AGAINST FRENCH A-BOMB 


THE SAHARA PROTEST TEAM RETURNED TO ACCRA FOLLOWING ITS EXPULSION FROM 


FRENCH SOIL AT TENKODOGO ON JANUARY 18, 
All possible routes into the French Upper Volta are now under a close 


24-hour guard. 


The team has been trying to cross French 
territory in an attempt to reach Reggan, the 
nuclear bomb testing site in the North-West 
Sahara desert. There they planned a non- 
violent action. to try to prevent the French 
explosion. 

The team and the Ghana Council for 
Nuclear. Disarmament believe that further 
confrontations on the Upper Volta border 


would be ineffective after eight weeks 
already spent there. 
The Rev. Michael Scott, the team’s 


leader, left Accra by air for Tunis on Mon- 
day to represent the Ghana CND and the 
protest team at the All African People’s 
Conference there. He planned to appeal for 
an “Africa Day of Protest ” and to investi- 
gate the possibility of a mew attempt to 
reach the Bomb site from Morocco or an- 








London jail march 


MARCH in sympathy with the 
members of the Direct Action 
Committee Against Nuclear War who 
are at present in London prisons will 
take place on Saturday, February 13. 
The six members of the Committee are 
due to be released on that date. 

The march, which will begin at 10 a.m. 
from Brixton prison, will end at Holloway 
prison, where a short public meeting will 
be held. 

A petition of some 600 signatories, re- 
ports Austin Underwood, was'sent last week 
to the Home Secretary calling for the re- 
lease from jail of the six committee, mem- 
bers on the grounds that their imprison- 
ment is a violation of the right’ of the free- 
dom of expression. So far, only a curt 
acknowledgment has been received in reply. 








Tour details 


other sympathetic state, by plane if possible. 


Meanwhile team-member Bill Sutherland 
is exploring the possibility of a’ move from 


Nigeria. It is very likely, however, that 
further direct action will prove impossible, 
Michael Randle cabled PN on Monday. 


In Tunis about 100,000: people marched 
on the French Embassy on Monday to pro- 
test against the explosion, President Bour- 
guiba, who first addressed the. demonstrators 
at a vast open-air meeting, asked the dele- 
gates of 30 African countries at the Con- 
gress to join the marchers, 

Pierre Martin, who recently completed a 
long fast outside the French Embassy in 
Accra by way of protest against the French 
nuclear test, has now been expelled from 
the Trusteeship territory of Togoland, He 
informed the protest team that border 
police know the names of all team members 
and are alerted to prevent their entry. 

Officials at Air France offices in Accra 
showed Pierre Martin a special instruction, 
issued by security police at Contenou, not 
to accept him on their airlines going to 
Togo or Dahomey. He is thus expelled 
from a French Trusteeship territory into a 
foreign country (Ghana). He is appealing 
to the UN. Trusteeship Council in these 
terms : 

“This is a violation of human rights. 
Indeed, it is paradoxical that a state can 
prevent one of its own. citizens from 
moving freely in a territory held in trust 
to the UN and expel him into a foreign 
country on the sole ground that he has 
conducted a non-violent and perfectly 
legal demonstration against the policy of 
his’ Government condemned by a large 
majority at the UN Assembly.” 

This all shows, says Michael Randle, that 
the French are thoroughly alarmed—and 
that it is unlikely that further action from 
Ghana or Nigeria can result in anything 
but a verv early confrontation with, the 
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Local action on 
radiation dangers 


From a Correspondent 
HE Health Committee of the Wilt- 
shire County Council has been con- 
sidering the danger to public health 
due to dangers from the peace-time 
uses of radio-active materials and has 
called for action in the matter by the 

County Councils Association, 

Asking for support, it has issued the fol- 
lowing statement to all Urban and Rural 
District councils in Wiltshire : 

“The Health Committee consider 
that the increasing use of radio-active 
substances and the risks therefrom 
constitute an important field of public 
health work which is particularly rele- 
vant to the responsibilities of local 
health authorities for the health of 
children, and of the County Councils 
as the larger authorities dealing with 
public health conditions in their areas.” 

It has asked the County Councils Associa- 
tion to support the view that. County 
Councils should be responsible for the 
detection or radiological hazards in their 
areas and that they should carry out such 
monitoring of samples as they consider 
appropriate for this. purpose, 

It has also asked Urban and District 
Councils to request the support of their 
associations for this policy which is aimed 
at giving to county health committees the 
statutory right of monitoring. This is a 
most essential step in securing the public 
monitoring of radiation—which could be 
of the greatest importance in assessing the 
results of fall-out from nuclear weapons 
tests, although this source of radiation is 
not included in the statement, 


* 
The Wiltshire County Council also asks for 
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operative Society by voluntary labour. I 
have been inspired here to learn that as a 
result of Tom Mboya’s visit ‘to America 
last year more than 40 American colleges 
have granted scholarships to 81 young men 
and women from Kenya and have even 
initiated Project Air Lift Africa ‘which has 
enabled the students ‘to journey 8,000 miles 
from Nairobi to New York. I hope my 

«visit to Universities here’ will stimulate sup- 
port to permit this project to be completed. 

Yes, there is vast good will here. Not 
that American policy to the colonies ‘is all 
good. .Americans naturally respond to the 
call for political freedom, but they do not 
see the dangers of economic imperialism. 
And under the intoxication of the Cold 
War they have spread their military bases 
throughout the world and have often 
directed their economic aid for political 
purposes rather than on the basis of human 
need, 

I shall be interested to observe whilst I 
am in America how far opinion is changing 
on. these issues so near to the liberty and 
welfare of colonial peoples. 
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Campaign for Life 


NATIONAL DISARMAMENT 
CONFERENCE 


February 13 (2-5 p.m.) and 
14 (10 a.m.-5 p.m.) 


ST. PANCRAS TOWN HALL 
Open To All Organisations and 
Individuals 


Discussions will include 
“ Disarmament Prospects 1960” 
“ World Without War” 


and a special statement on 


STOPPING THE NUCLEAR 
REARMAMENT, OF GERMANY 


Tickets 2s. 6d. apply British” Peace 
Committee, 81 City Road, al 








in support of the Conference 


PAUL ROBESON 
and supporting artists in a Concert of songs 
and music. 
February 13, 7.30 p.m. 
Tickets 4s., 5s.5°7s. 6d. and 10s. 
from Collet’s-Record Shop; New Oxford St, or 
BPC, 81 City Road, E.C.1. 
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Se ey ere 


The six members of the Committee are 
due to be released on that date. 

The march, which will begin at 10 a.m. 
from Brixton prison, will end at Holloway 
prison, where a short public meeting will 
be held. 

A petition of some 600 signatories, re- 
ports Austin Underwood, was sent last week 
to the Home Secretary calling for the re- 
lease from jail of the six committee, mem- 
bers on the grounds that their imprison- 
ment is a Violation of the right of the free- 
dom of expression. So far, only a curt 
acknowledgment has been received in reply. 

—_—_—— 


Tour details 


RENNER BROCKWAY, Labour 

MP for Eton and Slough, began his 
speaking tour of the United States last 
week. 

He is now in California after a week 
lecturing in the North-West in Washington 
and Oregon. 

Details of the rest of the tour, which. is 
sponsored by the American Friends Service 
Committee; may be had from: 

February 1-4: Walt Raitt, AFSC, 825: E. 
Union St., Pasadena, California, (Syca- 
more 6-8159). 

February 7-10: Cecil Hinshaw, AFSC, 4211 
Grand Avenue, Des Moines 12, Iowa. 
(Crestwood 4-0453). 

February 13-14: Ray Hartsough, AFSC, 20 


South 12th St. Philadelphia 7, Pa. 
(Locust 3-9372). 
February 15-17: Bob Eddy, AFSC, 915 


Salem Avenue, Dayton 6, Ohio. (Cresview 


8-4225). 
February 18-20: Jack Bollens, AFSC, 300 
West Congress Parkway, Chicago le 


Illinois, (Central 6-2663). 
February 21-23: (Fenner Brockway. will be 
speaking in Detroit and Lansing). 
February 24-27: Russell Johnson, AFSC, 
130 Brattle St., Cambridge 38, Mass. 
(University. 4-3150). 
NEW YORK AREA_USA—C.0. SERVICE 
METROPOLITAN BOARD _ FOR CON- 
SCIENTIOUS OBJECTORS has maintained 
Free Consultation Service since 1940. Tele- 
phone MAin 5-1195_ for appointment. . Or, 
write: 80 Pierrepont Street, Brooklyn, 1, NY. 















“| renounce war and | will never 
support or sanction another ” 
This pledge, signed by each member, is 
the basis of the Peace Pledge Union. 
Send YOUR pledge to PPU Headquarters 
DICK SHEPPARD HOUSE 
6, Endsleigh Street London, W.C.I 





to the UIN 
terms : 


“This is a violation of human rights. 
Indeed, it is paradoxical that a state can 
prevent one of its own citizens from 
moving freely in a territory held in trust 
to the UN and expel him into a foreign 
country on the sole ground that he has 
conducted a non-violent and perfectly 
legal demonstration against the policy of 
his’ Government ‘condemned by a large 
majority at the UN Assembly.” 

This all shows, says Michael Randle, that 
the ‘French are thoroughly alarmed—and 
that it is unlikely that further action from 
Ghana or Nigeria can result in anything 
but a very early confrontation with the 
French police. The publicity value of these 
decreases with repetition. 

The following cable has been sent by the 
Ghana Council for Nuclear Disarmament 
to the UN Secretariat, with copies to Secre- 
tary-General, Dag Hammarskjold and the 
Afro-Asian group at the UN: 

“ The international Sahara protest team 
and Ghana CND urge the UN to take 
immediate’ effective action to prevent 
atom bomb tests by France in Africa. 
The African states and people regard this 
challenge to the UN with the utmost 
seriousness, 

“UN impotence to meet this unilateral 
defiance by France would seriously under- 
mine confidence in the UN as an instru- 
ment of world ‘security and human 
rights.” ' 

A group of 145 Italian physicists, includ- 
ing a group attached to the nuclear research 
station at Frascati, have expressed concern 
at “possible grave consequences ” to the 
Italian population of the Sahara atomic test. 

The same day a communiqué issued in 
Cairo. by President Nasser and King 
Mohammed of Morocco criticised France’s 
nuclear test. The two rulers also demanded 
the independence of Algeria. 

‘@ Last Saturday morning the French 
Government started its total -ban.on air 
flights over a big area of the Sahara. 


YOUTH PEACE CAMPAIGN 
Poster parade against Sahara A-test and 
nuclear arms in West Germany. Assemble 
2.30 p.m. Brixton Library, S.W.9. Speakers 
4 p.m. Organiser, F. Howard, 39 Copley 
Park, S.W.16. 
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GUILDFORD GROUP CND 
ROCKETS, GAOL & HARRINGTON 


Public meeting and discussion about Direct 
Action with David Lumsdaine, Alan Lovell, 
Michael Craft. Chairman: Toni Cook. 


Co-operative Hall, Haydon: Place, Guildford 
Friday, January 29, 7.30 p.m. 


——————— 


ACAD GAs Chet EEL y SEES ees Tee 
monitoring of samples as they consider 
appropriate for this purpose, 

It has also asked Urban and _ District 
Councils to request the support of their 
associations for this policy which is aimed 
at giving to county health committees the 
statutory right of monitoring, This is a 
most essential step in securing the public 
monitoring of radiation—which could be 
of the greatest importance in assessing the 
results of fall-out from nuclear weapons 
tests, although this source of radiation is 
not included in the statement, 

*« 
The Wiltshire County Council also asks for 


the training of medical officers and public 
health inspectors. 


It asks too that the County Medical Officer 
should be given the fullest possible in- 
formation by users of radio-active mate- 
rials within its area and appropriate rights 
of entry to industrial and other premises 
to detect and assess dangers due to irra- 
diation. 

The irresponsible attitude adopted by some 
local authorities to the dangers of radia- 
tion is typified by the earlier position 
adopted by the Amesbury Rural District 
Council, part of the Wiltshire County 
Council’s province. Last year a motion 
by Austin Underwood, a member of the 
Council, in identical terms to the present 
statement of the County Council, was 
ruled out of order by the chairman, Mr. 
E. G. N. Grant, He said that the matter 
was “not the business of the Council.” 

Now, when the County Council asked it for 
support, it suddenly became the Rural 
District Council’s business and the County 
Council was unanimously supported ! 

Many other County Councils are now mov- 
ing in this matter, and it is essential that 
this year’s Annual, Conferences of County, 
Municipal, Urban and _ District Councils 
should be unitedly behind the demands 
that County Councils (or groupings) and 
NOT the Government should be respon- 
sible for monitoring, and that users of 


radio-active materials (especially the 
Government itself in such places as 
Aldermaston) should be required to 


register all sources of radio-activity used. 
Members of such authorities should be 
moving in this matter and should note 
that many Jocal branches of the national 
organisations are asking for suggestions 
of subjects and speakers for papers at 
this year’s.meetings, ..They should be 
doing their utmost to make this the most 
_ important item on the agenda, 


